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ABSTRACT 

 

Nur Miftahul Janah, NIM1681100039, The Effectiveness of Think Pair 

ShareTechnique for Teaching Writing Skill on Descriptive Text Viewed Students’ 

Motivation (An Experimental Study of Seventh Grade Students of SMP Bhakti 

Praja Margasari Tegal Regency in Academic Year 2017-2018 ). Thesis. Graduate 

Program of Language, Widya Dharma University of Klaten, 2018. 

 This Research is aimed : 1) to to find out whether using Think Pair 

ShareTechnique for Teaching Writing Skill on Descriptive Text Viewed Students’ 

Motivation. 2) to find out whether the students with higher motivation get higher 

score writing skill to Seventh Grade Students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari 

Tegal Regency in Academic Year 2017-2018. 3) To find out whether there is an 

interaction between Think Pair ShareTechnique with level of students’ motivation 

in writing skill to the to Seventh Grade Students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari 

Tegal Regency in Academic Year 2017-2018. 

On this research, the writer used the quasi-experimental research design. 

There were experiment group and a control group. Both of those groups were 

given the different treatments. The experiment group was taught using Think Pair 

ShareTechnique for Teaching Writing Skill and the control group was taught 

using Conventional technique.The writer took thirty students for each group. 

Furthermore, the students of class VII C were the experiment group who had been 

taught using Think Pair ShareTechnique for Teaching Writing Skill. On the other 

hand, the students of class VII D were the control group who had been taught 

using conventional technique. Both the students of class VII C the students of 

class VII D were equal.  

After collecting the data, it was found Facomputation = 

17,314andF0,05;1;139= 3,92. Because Facomputation>Ftableso H0is rejected. So 

that, there is differencesteaching writing skill on descriptive text between 

students’ high level and students’ low level motivation.Fbcomputation = 

3,775  andF0,05;1;139= 3,154. Because Fb computation>Ftableso H0is rejected. So 

that, there is differences between using TPS technique and conventional in 

teaching writing skill on descriptive textFabcomputation = 3,556 andF0,05;1;139 = 

3,154. Because Fabcomputation>Ftablesoa H0 dis rejected. So that, there is 

interaction between teaching technique and motivation 

The writer concludes some findings based on the data analysis described 

that Think Pair Share Technique  is effective in teaching writing skill to to 

Seventh Grade Students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal Regency in 

Academic Year 2017-2018, the students with higher motivation get higher score 

writing skill to the to Seventh Grade Students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari 

Tegal Regency in Academic Year 2017-2018, and there is an interaction between 

teaching technique with level of students’ motivation in teaching reading 

comprehension to Seventh Grade Students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal 

Regency in Academic Year 2017-2018 

 

Key words: Think Pair Share Technique, Writing Skill, Descriptive Text, 

Students’ Motivation 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Nur Miftahul Janah, NIM1681100039, The Effectiveness of Think Pair 

ShareTechnique for Teaching Writing Skill on Descriptive Text Viewed Students’ 

Motivation 

(An Experimental Study of Seventh Grade Students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal 

Regency in Academic Year 2017-2018 ). Thesis. Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa, 

Program Pascasarjana , Universitas Widya Dharma Klaten, 2018. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan:1) untuk mengetahui apakah penggunaan TPS 

technique efektif untuk mengajar menulis siswa kelas tujuh di SMP Bhakti Praja 

Margasari Tahun Akademik 2017/2018. 2) untuk mengetahui apakah siswa kelas 

tujuh di SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tahun Akademik 2017/2018 dengan 

motivasi tinggi mendapatkan nilai menulis lebih tinggi. 3) untuk mengetahui 

apakah ada interaksi antara penggunaan TPS technique dan motivasi dalam 

kemampuan menulis siswa kelas tujuh di SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Kabupaten 

Tegal Tahun Akademik 2017/2018. 

Pada penelitian ini, penulis menggunakan desain penelitian kuasi-

eksperimen. Ada kelompok eksperimen dan kelompok kontrol. Kedua kelompok 

tersebut diberi tindakan yang berbeda. Kelompok eksperimen diajarkan 

menggunakan TPS technique dan kelompok kontrol diajarkan menggunakan 

konvensional technique. Penulis mengambil tiga puluh siswa untuk setiap 

kelompok. Selanjutnya, siswa kelas VIIC adalah kelompok eksperimen yang telah 

diajarkan menggunakan TPS technique. Di sisi lain, siswa kelas VIID adalah 

kelompok kontrol yang telah diajarkan menggunakan konvensional technique. 

Kedua siswa kelas VIIC siswa kelas VII D adalah sama. 

Setelah pengumpulan data, telah ditemukan Fahitung = 17,314 

dan𝐹0,05;1;139= 3,92. Karena Fahitung>Ftabeljadi H0ditolak. Sehingga, ada 

perbedaan pengajaran kemampuan menulis pada teks deskriptif antara siswa 

motivasi tinggi dan siswa motivasi rendah.Fbhitung = 3,775  and𝐹0,05;1;139= 

3,154. Karena Fb hitung>Ftabeljadi H0 ditolak. Sehingga, ada perbedaan antara 

penggunaan teknik TPS dan teknik konvensional dalam pengajaran kemampuan 

menulis pada teks deskriptif Fab hitung = 3,556dan𝐹0,05;1;139 = 3,154. Karena Fab 

hitung>Ftabeljadi H0ditolak. Sehingga, ada interaksi antara teknik pengajaran dan 

motivasi. 

Penulis menyimpulkan bahwa TPS technique efektif untuk mengajar 

membaca siswa kelas tujuh di SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tahun Akademik 

2017/2018, siswa kelas tujuh di SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tahun Akademik 

2017/2018 dengan motivasi tinggi mendapatkan nilai menulis lebih tinggi, dan 

ada interaksi antara teknik pengajaran dan motivasi dalam kemampuan menulis 

siswa kelas tujuh di SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tahun Akademik 2017/2018. 

 

Kata Kunci: Think Pair Share technique, Writing Skill, Descriptive Text, 

Students’ Motivation 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the study 

English is the first foreign language in Indonesia. It is learned by the 

students in every school level, from elementary levels until university level. 

They learn English twice or more a week. They realize that English is an 

important language, so they need to learn and master English well. In general, 

the goal of teaching English at school is students are able to communicate 

using English both oral and written. It can be said that the goal of teaching 

English at school is the students are able to communicate using English both 

oral and written. 

In line with the goal, teaching English at Junior High School is to 

support the mastery and development of four skills: (1) listening; (2) 

speaking; (3) reading; and (4) writing. Writing is one of skills in learning a 

new language that is learnt by students beside listening, speaking, and 

reading. Writing help students to produce grammatically correct and organize 

students’ ideas. 

In English, there are many kinds of written text. They are: narrative, 

descriptive, procedure, recount, anecdote, report, explanation and many 

others (Martin, 1994 et al in Johns, 2002: 76-77). Based on the syllabus in 

academic year 2014/2015, students of junior high school are demanded to 

write various text types, one of which is descriptive text. Descriptive text is 
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text which describe about the features and characteristic of something in 

detail. In writing descriptive text, the seventh grade students are expected to 

be able to write simple descriptive text correctly. It is taught by teacher in 

order to make student know how to describe people, something, or animal. 

Student should be able to make sentences in form of present tense and 

develop main idea into short descriptive text. 

Unfortunately, the seventh grade students of SMP Bhakti Praja 

Margasari have not reached those competences yet. According to the school 

curriculum, students should score at least 70 in writing, but most of them 

scored lower. It was revealed through an interview the researcher conducted 

with them prior to the research. According to them, English was difficult and 

writing was, too. They had low writing skill. Their low writing skill was 

indicated by some indicators having been gathered in the pre research. They 

were: (1) students often made mistakes in stating main idea for their writings. 

They had difficulties in exploring idea to write. They did not know what to 

write; (2) Students’ word choices were limited. Students sometimes found 

difficulties in applying the appropriate words to express their ideas; (3) 

Students also made many mistakes in structure. They often made mistakes 

when applying the appropriate tense for their texts; (4) Students made many 

mistakes in word order. They often made many mistakes when ordering 

words into sentences; and (5) Students’ writing lack of cohesiveness and 

coherence. Students did not get specific guidance of how to write 

systematically.  
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These problems may also have occurred due to the classroom 

situation. When observing the English class, the researcher found that: (1) 

Students did not pay attention to the teacher. They made noise. When the 

teacher was explaining the materials; the students talk to each other; (2) 

Students did non-academic activities rather than focusing on the lesson. They 

were operating their hand phone or even slept during the writing class; (3) 

Students could not answer when teacher asked questions and they seldom 

asked questions to the teacher; (4) Students refused to present their writings 

in front of the class; (5) Students spent much more time when writing. They 

preferred asking to have the writing assignment as their homework. When the 

students were asked to write a text, they needed longer time and could not 

finish it in the class. There are many techniques and methods that can be used 

to help the students write easily and correctly. They can help the students in 

organizing the ideas and lesson their difficulty in writing activity. Teachers 

are often afraid to implement cooperative learning in the classroom because it 

requires them to give up some control. However, this method of instruction 

has been shown to increase student communication skills and academic 

achievement if done correctly. Here are tips for effectively implementing 

cooperative learning into the instructional program. Spencer Kagan (1989) 

recommends that teachers use the “structural approach” to cooperative 

learning, which involves ‘content-free ways of organizing social interaction 

in the classroom’. 
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One of the methods is Think Pair Share (TPS). The researcher 

believes that Think Pair Share is a good method in conducting writing 

activity. By conducting a classroom action research that implements Think 

Pair Share Method, it is expected that the teacher be able to improve the 

students’ writing skill. Think Pair Share is a cooperative discussion strategy 

developed by Frank Lyman and his colleagues in Maryland. It gets its name 

from the three stages of students’ action with emphasis on what students 

should do at each of those stages. 

Think Pair Share is chosen because it is has many advantages to apply 

in teaching writing for students. The researcher assumes that TPS is as a good 

technique in teaching writing since it gives students chance to dig their own 

ideas on what to write, share ideas with peer students, develop ideas, learn to 

criticize and accept criticisms and promote effective team work. By using  

Think Pair Share method, students will easily brainstorm the ideas to write 

and explore the details. They will write systematically in an organized way. 

To have the better understanding about writing, the researcher 

presents some basic theories about writing suggested by some experts. Bell 

and Burnaby in Nunan (1998: 36) say that writing is an extremely complex 

cognitive activity in which the writer is required to demonstrate control of a 

number of variables simultaneously. At the sentence level these include 

control of content, format, sentence structure, vocabulary, punctuation, 

spelling, and letter formation. Beyond the sentence, the writer must be able to 
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structure and integrate information into cohesive and coherent paragraphs and 

texts. 

According to Harris (1993: 10), writing is a process that occurs over 

period of time, particularly if we take account the sometimes extended 

periods of thinking that precede initial draft. In writing, the writer needs a 

time to do some processes inside. The length of the time is different among 

writers. Some needs longer time to just think about what to write before 

making the initial draft. 

Teachers are in need of finding effective strategies for activating 

students’ motivation levels to improve student achievement and cultivate life-

long learners.  We feel that this is an issue of great importance to the future 

and improvement of education. Maehr and Midgley (1991) state that, “(No 

school) in America will improve unless its teachers want to improve and its 

students want to learn.  That is why the question of teacher, student and 

parent motivation is one of the single most important questions we face” (p. 

400). 

Motivation is a fundamental concern among teachers (Linnenbrink 

and Pintrich, 2003). Motivating students is a continual problem throughout 

education and although there are no clear cut solutions, there are several 

strategies to help teachers with the dilemma (Linnenbrink and Pintrich). 

Motivation is generally defined as an internal condition that initiates behavior 

(“Motivation,” 2009). Motivation gets humans going. Motivation arouses 

interests. Motivation creates the want to achieve a goal. Teachers are always 
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looking to see what motivates their students. Motivation is the key to 

academic success as well as promoting lifelong learning (Sanacore, 2008). 

The reluctance to learn must be turned into the want to learn. There are 

reluctant learners in every classroom. Reluctant learners are the individuals 

that do not finish their assignments and, sometimes, avoid tasks. Reluctant 

learners are content with just getting by. One common thread among reluctant 

learners is their perception of themselves, known as self-efficacy (Sanacore, 

2008). If their self-efficacy is low, then their motivation to perform will be 

low. When students are constantly berated with negative comments, their 

self-esteem and self-efficacy become diminished. Student's reluctance to 

learn is also affected by the assignments teachers create. If an assignment is 

too easy or too difficult, reluctant learners are unmotivated to succeed.  

Teachers must adjust their teaching to match the motivations of their students. 

In a traditional classroom, teachers need to encourage students' intrinsic 

motivation (Sanacore, 2008). 

 

B. Identification of the Problems 

Based  on  the  background  of  study  which  is  described  above,  

some problems can be identified: 

1. Writing skill is one of difficult component because it has different 

language rules with the students’ first language. 

2. Students often made mistakes in stating main idea for their writings 
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3. Students sometimes found difficulties in applying the appropriate words to 

express their ideas 

4. Students also made many mistakes in structure. 

5. Students’ writing lack of cohesiveness and coherence 

6. Students refused to present their writings in front of the class 

 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study and identification of the 

problems, the research limits on the techniques for teaching writing 

descriptive text. One of the techniques that can be used to teach writing 

descriptive text is by using think pair share (TPS) technique. 

The reason of choosing think pair share technique is the atmosphere of 

learning writing skill could be much better, effective and give motivation to 

students by using think pair share technique at seventh grade students of SMP 

Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal Regency and think pair share technique as part 

of the important for improving writing skill on descriptive text. 

 

D. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the study above, the problem of this research are 

stated as follow : 

1.  Is  think pair share (TPS) technique effective for teaching writing skill on 

descriptive text to the seventh grade students of SMP Bhakti Praja 

Margasari Tegal Regency in the academic year 2017/2018? 
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2. Do the students with high motivation have better writing skill on 

descriptive than those who have low motivation to the seventh grade 

students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal Regency in the academic 

year 2017/2018? 

3. Is there an interaction between teaching technique and level of motivation 

in teaching writing skill on descriptive text to the seventh grade students 

of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal Regency in the academic year 

2017/2018? 

 

E. Objective of the Study 

In the line with study problem, the objectives of the study are : 

1. Whether TPS technique is more effective than conventional technique to 

teach writing skill on descriptive text to the seventh grade students of 

SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal Regency in the academic year 

2017/2018. 

2. Whether the students having high motivation have better writing skill on 

descriptive text than having low motivation. 

3. Whether there is an interaction between teaching technique and 

motivation in teaching writing skill on descriptive text to the seventh 

grade students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal Regency in the 

academic year 2017/2018. 
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F. Significance of the Study 

The result of the study is expected to be able to give the following benefits 

for:  

1.  For English Teacher  

In this research, the researcher hopefully can give a reference to select 

suitable English teaching in order to be aware of the importance of 

technique in teaching English writing  

2. For Students  

For the students, it can also be used to improve and develop their abilities 

in writing English. Because it will be give them a lot of new experiences 

in order that they will be more active and interactive in the English 

writing class.  

3. For the writer 

To motivate the writer in doing some researches as contribution in 

developing English teaching. As a researcher and an English teacher, the 

writer is supposed to conduct some activities or research that can make 

development in educational field especially in English teaching.  

4.  For Reader  

For reader, the result of this research can enrich knowledge about the 

effectiveness of using think pair share technique to teach students’ 

writing skill of descriptive text. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION, AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the description of the data analysis, some findings are stated as 

follows: 

1. TPS is more effective than conventional technique for teaching writing 

skill on descriptive text viewed from students’ motivation 

2. Students with high motivation have better writing skill than students with 

low motivation of seventh grade  students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari 

in academic year 207/2018 

3. There is interaction between teaching technique and motivation in teaching 

writing skill for seventh grade students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari in 

academic year 2017/2018. 

It can be concluded that TPS technique is an effective technique to teach 

writing for the seventh grade students of SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari Tegal 

regency in academic year 2017/2018. The effectiveness of the technique is 

influenced by the students' level of motivation. 

 

B. Implication  

According to the research, Think Pair Share is proved as an effective 

technique perhaps Government institutional could socialize some new 

technique including think pair share to the school. Besides that, teachers are 
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also demanded to be aware and be able to use some innovative technique in 

teaching English especially writing that is the basic English. Motivation is 

also one of important factors influencing student in learning that should be 

considerable in making decision about teaching learning process for all 

element such as the government, schools, Teachers, and parents. Think pair 

share is able to attract the students’ attention and motivation in learning 

writing. The think pair share helped students in the writing process started by 

listening to the story, writing down the keywords, discussing with friends and 

writing the description things, animals, place or people. The think pair share 

also helps the students improve their skill in organizing the text because it 

helped them remembering the elements in descriptive text. The think pair 

share also made the students to focus on the lesson. It implies that the think 

pair share technique could be used to improve the writing ability of grade VII 

students at SMP Bhakti Praja Margasari. Introducing think pair share as a 

new technique in writing and using think pair share technique to give 

explanation the materials. The researcher provides a think pair share 

technique for the students. The think pair share contains the materials of 

descriptive text. The students seem to be active in the learning process. They 

respond to the teacher explanation or the questions. The class is mastered well 

by the teacher. The teacher designs the appropriate media in order to make 

media became more interesting. Beside that, Using think pair share technique  

in stages of writing: planning, drafting, revising, editing. The stages of 

writing are applied on the think pair share technique. The students feel happy 



99 
 

and enjoy the thinking, pairing, and sharing activity. Each student sharing to 

help them write English especially a descriptive text. The students’ skill on 

grammar and spelling are helped by the features of web blog. Besides, the 

students are motivated using interactive technique.  

 

C. Suggestion 

Regarding to the results of the study, the interpretation and the conclusion, 

some suggestions are proposed to increase the students’ writing ability below 

1. For the English Teacher 

Based on the result of this action research, the Think Pair Share technique 

is useful to improve the students’ writing skills. It helps the students in 

generating ideas, enrich the text content and organizing the text. It also 

improves the students’ motivation and attention towards writing. The 

Think Pair Share technique also can be customized with other media and 

other text types that will be taught. The English teacher is suggested to use 

the Think Pair Share technique to teach writing in order to improve 

students’ writing ability. 

2. For Other Researchers 

This study is limited only to the VII grade students at SMP Bhakti Praja 

Margasari. This research study is aimed at improving the students’ writing 

ability. However there are still some problems which were not yet solved. 

Related to the focus of the study, it is advisable that the results of the study 
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can be used as one of references for the other researchers who conduct the 

similar studies related to the development of the students’ writing ability. 

3. For the Students 

The students are suggested to continue this activity. It will be very useful 

for them in improving their writing ability. It can also be used as a 

reference when they need to write the same topics. The students should 

always practice writing to build their writing habits, one of the ways is by 

using Think Pair Share. 
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