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MOTTO 

 

Don’t wait till tommorow if you can do today. 

(The Writer) 

You are never too old to see another goal or to dream a new dream. 

(C.S. Lewis) 

Failure will never overtake me if my determination to suceed is strong 

enough. 

( Og Mandino) 

Orang sukses bukan selalu mereka yang berpangkat dan berdasi, tetapi 

orang yang tahu apa yang harus dia lakukan. 

(The Writer) 

Barang siapa yang mempermudah kesulitan orang lain, maka Allah ta’ala 

akan mempermudah urusannya di dunia dan akhirat. 

( HR. Muslim) 
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ABSTRAK 

 

ALGA YUDISTIRO, Student No. 1611200028, English Education Study 

Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Widya Dharma University 

Klaten. 2020. Undergraduate Thesis. A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF 

CHARACTER BASED READING MASTERY OF THE EIGHTH YEAR 

STUDENTS OF SMP N 2 KARANGNONGKO KLATEN IN ACADEMIC YEAR 

OF 2019/2020. 

This research aims at solving the problem “How is the students' mastery of 

character based reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko 

Klaten in Academic Year  of 2019/2020?” 

The researcher takes the eighth year students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko 

Klaten in Academic Year  of 2019/2020 as population. The number of students is 

158 students that are divided into 5 classes. In this study, the writer takes 30 students 

by proportional random sampling. For getting the data, the writer gives a test that 

consists of 20 items in the form of multiple choices. The writer analyzes the data 

by using statistical method which is implemented in the form of mean. 

After analyzing the data, the writer knows that there are 18 students or 60% 

getting very good mark, 5 students or 17 % getting good mark, 1 student or 3% 

getting poor mark, and there is no student who gets fail mark. The students who get 

very good mark in character are 22 students or 73%, good mark are 8 students or 

27%, and there is no student who gets fail mark and poor mark. The mean of 

character based reading mastery is 79.1, and it is categorized into good category. 

So, the writer draws the conclusion that the character based reading mastery of the 

eighth year students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko Klaten in Academic Year  of 

2019/2020 is good.  

 

Keywords: Descriptive study, Character Based, Reading, Mastery 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. The Background of the Study 

English as a foreign language in Indonesia plays an important role in 

many aspects of life, like education, economy, international relationship, 

technology, etc. The widespread need for English as a second or foreign 

language needs a considerable pressure on the educational resources of many 

countries. Indonesia introduces English since in elementary school as a local 

content to give English to the children as early as possible in order to prepare 

them in covering the globalization era. English becomes a compulsory subject 

in Junior High School, Senior High School and University.  

English has an important role especially in education. Therefore, 

English is taught as the first foreign language in all levels of school and 

language courses, Based on Peraturan Menteri Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan 

No. 81A tahun 2013 tentang Implementasi Kurikulum 2013, the goal of 

learning English especially for Junior High School is presented on indicator 

competence. In learning English there is communicative competence that must 

be mastered by students. Communicative competence can be found in 

Peraturan Menteri Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan No. 54 tahun 2013 tentang 

Standar Kompetensi Lulusan Pendidikan Dasar dan Menengah covering: 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. All of those skills cannot be separated 
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for they complete each other. As one of four skills, reading is an important skill 

that must be learned. In this study, the writer focuses on reading skill.  

Reading is an essential skill for learners of English as a second 

language. For most of these learners, it is the most important skill to master in 

order to ensure success not only in learning English, but also in learning in any 

content class where reading in English is required (Nunan, 2003: 69). 

According to Nunan (2003: 68), reading is a fluent process of readers 

combining information from a text and their own background to build the 

meaning. Permendiknas No. 23 Tahun 2006 (2006: 360) states that there are 

some types of text in reading such as interpersonal text and transactional text 

including in these types are recount, narrative, procedure, descriptive, and 

report. According to syllabus of English teaching and learning in the Eighthh 

year students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko Klaten in Academic Year 2019/2020, 

the purpose of teaching English in Junior High School is to encourage the 

students to have four basic skills of English in order the students can 

communicate fluently using English and have knowledge about English 

deeply. 

Learning for reading is very important for the educational goal. The 

reading ability opens up new world and opportunities. It enables to gain new 

knowledge which makes the students enjoyable for doing their subject. 

Reaching for reading comprehension is not easy. Dombey (2010: 4) foreword 

by Michael Rosen states that learning to read means learning to make a sense 

of text. Reading is not just pronouncing written words. 
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The aim of teaching reading is to develop the students' reading skill, by 

reading, the students will get some knowledge relating to the reading skills 

namely: skimming, scanning, deducing meaning from the context, reading 

between the lines, and reading for detail. Additionally, by reading well, the 

students are able to take the core of the text that they read. More and more the 

core of the text can be understood, more and more the students will get wider 

knowledge. So, they need English texts as a media of reading. In real life, 

students read different kinds of reading material, such as books, newspaper, 

magazine, and etc., but all of them must be in English which will help to 

improve the students' ability in reading English text.  

In learning process, the students are still hard and confused to 

understand what they read, especially in English text. Besides that, the students 

have minimum vocabulary, assume that English is difficult, have low 

motivation and etc. So, the teacher must be creative, hardworking, and need 

more effort to teach the students.  

Based on the statements above, the writer conducts a study entitled: “A 

Descriptive Study of Character Based Reading Mastery of the Eighth Year 

Students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko Klaten In Academic Year of 

2019/2020”. 
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B. The Reason for Choosing Topic 

The reasons that encourage the writer to choose this topic are as 

follows:  

1. Reading is important skill that must be learnt in Junior High School, so all 

of the students must be taught how to read correctly. 

2. Understanding the text is still difficult to be done by the students in the class, 

because they have limit in vocabulary. 

 

C. The Limitation of the Study 

In order to make the problem of the study clearer, the writer would like 

to limit the character into respect, honest, care, brave, and confidence related 

to the reading mastery in recount text on “A Descriptive Study of Character 

Based Reading Mastery of  the Eighth Year Students of SMP N 2 

Karangnongko Klaten in Academic Year of 2019/2020”. 

 

D. The Problem of the Study 

Based on the background of the study above, the problem that may arise 

from this study is questioning on How is the Character Based Reading Mastery 

of Eighth Year Students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko Klaten in academic year 

2019/2020? 
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E. The Aim of the Study 

This study aims to describe the mastery of character based reading of  

the Eighthh year students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko Klaten in Academic Year 

2019/2020. 

 

F. The Use of the Study 

By knowing the result of the study, the writer hopes this will be useful 

as follows: 

1. The Theoretical Use. 

The result of the study will give contribution for teaching learning reading.  

2. The Practical Use. 

This study can be used to improve the teaching of English especially in 

teaching reading. 

 

G. The Clarification of the Key Terms 

To clarify the meaning of the title, the writer would like to describe the 

key terms as follows:  

1. Descriptive Study 

According to Hadi (2015: 3), descriptive study is a study which only 

describes the condition of an object or it’s even without taking general 

conclusion.  
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According to Arikunto (2013: 3), the descriptive study is a study that 

purposes to investigate  the situation, condition or other things that have 

been mentioned, the result of this study is conveyed into a study report. 

Based on the statement above, in this study, descriptive study means 

a study which describes the character based reading mastery of Eighth year 

students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko Klaten in Academic Year of 

2019/2020. 

 

2. Character 

According to Alberta (2005: 4-5) character can refer to:  

a. Personality traits or virtues such as responsibility and respect for Others,  

b. Emotions such as guilt or sympathy,  

c. Social skills such as conflict management or effective communication, 

d. Behaviours such as sharing or helping,  

e. Cognitions such as belief in equality or problem-solving strategies. 

According to Aqib and Sujak (201l: 2), character refers to a set of 

attitude, behavior, motivation,and skill. While Asmani states that character 

is a characteristics possessed by an object or individual. These characteristic 

are original and rooted in personality of the object or individual, and is a 

machine that drives how someone acts, behaves, says, and responds to 

things (2011 :23). 
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In this context, character means the students' qualities and discipline 

in teaching and learning activity. The students' qualities are about their 

proactive in learning, their responsibility in task and their integrity. 

 

3. Reading 

Reading is a process of understanding a text to determine the 

meaning or message that is conveyed by the author in a text. According to 

Nunan (2003; 68), reading is the fluent process of combining information 

from the text and their own background knowledge to build meaning. 

According to Johnson (2008: 3), reading is the practice of using text to 

create the meaning. While, Grabe (2009: 15) states that reading is an 

interactive process in that a number  of  the skill and process used in reading  

call for effort on the part of the leader to anticipate text information, select 

key information, organize and mentally summarize information, monitor 

comprehension, repair comprehension breakdown, and match 

comprehension output to reader goals. The goals of reading instruction can 

be achieved if the teacher understands the concept of reading.  

Character based reading in this study means to develop the potential 

of learners to have communicative competence in interpersonal, 

transactional, and functional texts in reading texts. Through the use of these 

texts, learners are guided to use factual, conceptual, and procedural 

knowledge, and to instill the students’ personality traits, in the context of 

life at home, school, and community. 
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4. Mastery 

Mastery learning focuses on overt behaviors that can be observed 

and measured (Baum, 2005: 20). It means focus to master the language 

skills, which have been learned. According to Hornby (2006: 907), mastery 

means great knowledge or understanding of particular thing. While, 

according to Guskey and Anderman (2013: 1), mastery is a term that all 

educators use and believe they understand well. 

In this study, mastery means the students’ understanding in reading 

texts of Eighth year students of SMP N 2 Karangnongko Klaten in 

Academic Year of 2019/2020. 

. 

H. The Organization of the Study 

In order to facilitate the thesis arrangement, the writer organizes the 

report into five chapters:  

Chapter I is introduction. It consists of the background of the study, the 

reason for choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the statement of the 

problem, the aim of the study, the use of study, clarification of the key terms, 

and the organization of the study. 

Chapter II is review of related literature. It consists of definition of 

reading, the types of reading, the purpose of reading, the importance of reading, 

the teaching of reading, the teaching of reading material in Junior High School, 

the character education. 
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Chapter III is the method of the study. It consists of the meaning of 

research method, the subject of the study, the technique of collecting the data, 

and the technique of analyzing the data. 

Chapter IV is the result of study. It consists of presenting the data  and 

analyzing data 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

This chapter consists of conclusion and suggestion. Each explanation of 

them is as follows: 

A. Conclusion 

After discussing the previous chapter, the writer would like to give 

conclusion of this study. The main problem of this study is “How is the 

character based reading mastery of eighth year students of SMP Negeri 2 

Karangnongko Klaten in academic year of 2019/2020?”  

Based on the previous computation, the students who get very good 

mark in reading mastery are 18 students or 60 %, good mark are 6 students or 

20 %, fair mark are 5 students or 17 %,  poor mark is 1 student or 3%, and there 

is no student who gets fail mark. The students who get very good mark in 

students’character are 22 students or 73%, good mark are 8 students or 27%, 

and there is no student who gets fail mark and poor mark. 

The mean of reading mastery is 78.6 and the mean of students’ character 

is 79.6. So the mean of whole character based reading mastery is 
78,6+79,6

2
 = 

1582

2
 = 79.1. 

Based on the result above, the average score is 79.1. It means that the 

character based reading mastery of the eighth year students of SMP N 2 
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Karangnongko Klaten in Academic Year 2019/2020 is categorized into good 

category. 

 

B. Suggestion 

After doing the analysis and drawing the conclusion, the writer would 

like to give some suggestions for the English teachers, the students, and the 

readers which can be presented as follows: 

1. To the English teachers 

Based on the result of the study, most of the students got very good 

mark but few of them got good and fair mark, and even there is a student 

who got poor mark. It means that the students' ability still needs to be 

improved. To improve the students ability, the teachers should choose the 

appropriate method to teach their students. If the teachers use the 

appropriate method, the students will be able to understand the material 

easily and they also get better mark in their test. In addition, in learning 

reading, the teacher must apply about the aspect of character education to 

their students. Character education makes the students have a good 

character, character education is also helping the teacher to know the 

student's character in the learning process. 
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2. To the students 

a. The writer hopes that the students love the subject first. The way for 

loving the subject is the students will have spirit to learn the material 

and can understand the material easily. 

b. The students should make some notes on the material. Making notes is 

very important because human's memory is very limited. The student as 

a human being will be easy to forget something including English 

lesson. By making notes, the students can open their notes for studying 

what had been studied in the previous meeting. 

c. The students should be active in the class, and they should also pay 

attention to the teachers' explanation in order that they understand the 

material well. 

d. The students have to know character education because it can make the 

students good and cultured. 

3. To the readers 

This research is mainly focused on character based reading. There 

are still many problems in the field which are not solved yet. The result of 

study can be used as additional reference for further research with different 

sample and occasions. The writer expects that the study can be in teaching 

and learning English in SMP N 2 Karangnongko Klaten. 
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