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ABSTRACT 

 

Dewi Hajar Mukarromah, No. 1211202817, English Education Study Program, 

Teacher Training and Education Faculty, Widya Dharma University, Klaten, 2016. 

Thesis: A Descriptive Study on the Mastery of Reading of the Eighth Year Students of 

SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the Academic Year 2015/2016. 

 

The writer’s aim of this study is describing the students’ mastery of reading of 

the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the 

academic year 2015/2016. The description refers to the students’ mastery of reading 

of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the 

academic year 2015/2016. 

In this study, the writer conducts the study by using quantitative descriptive 

research method to check the students’ mastery of reading of the eighth year students 

of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the academic year 2015/2016. The 

population of this study is the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong 

Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the academic year 2015/2016. The writer takes 30 

students as sample by using proportional random sampling. The writer uses test as 

the method to collect the data. The test is tested to the 30 students as the sample of 

the population. The collected data are analyzed by using quantitative research 

method. 

After analyzing the data obtained from the reading test of the eighth year 

students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the academic year 

2015/2016, the result shows that the mean of the students’ reading test is 73.5 

(seventy three point five) and concluded as ‘good’ category. Finally, the writer 

concludes that the mastery of reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 

Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the academic year 2015/2016 is good. 

 

 

 

Key Words: Descriptive Study, Mastery, Reading. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Study 

Language is part of people life that is very important. By a language people can 

communicate, deliver some information, and interact with each other. People cannot 

express their mind and transfer certain information to another person without 

language. According to Hornby (2005: 862) language is the system of 

communication in speech and writing that is used by people of a particular country or 

area; the use by humans of a system of sounds and words to communicate. 

In Indonesia, English is as foreign language to communicate with another 

people abroad. The government confirms the position of English as the first foreign 

language that must be learnt by the learners in particular and the people in  general.  

English is taught in every level of school, even English begins to be introduced to the 

children in playgroup. 

Because English is as an international language, there are many countries in the 

world including Indonesia that use English as one subject in educational program. 

Thus, English is taught to the students of Elementary School until University. 

English teachers realize that English is one of the difficult subjects because the 

construction of sentences in English is different from Indonesian language. 

According to Depdiknas (2006: 277), basically there are four skills that should 

be mastered by students in English language learning namely speaking, reading, 

listening, and writing. Comparing with the other English skills, the writer thinks that  
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reading is the most important skill. 

While getting focus on the Junior High School level, according to Peraturan 

Mendiknas Nomor 22 dan 23 tahun 2006 that the objective of teaching English as a 

foreign language in Junior High School is that the students could have skills of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

According to Williams (1984:12), in general the reading reasons are classified 

into: (a) getting general information from the text, (b) getting specific information 

from a text, and (c) reading for pleasure or for interest. 

Further, it is stated by Nunan (2003:68) that reading is fluent process of readers 

combining information from a text and their own background knowledge to build 

meaning. 

By mastering reading thus students can get information they need, and they are 

able to combine information and build meaning from the information they got 

themselves. Or it can be stated that by reading mastery the students then can learn all 

they want themselves by reading literature, manual book, text book, or even just for 

pleasure like novel, magazine, etc. By reading mastery the essential of the 

information can be captured easily. 

Finally, the writer defines the title of the research as “A descriptive study on 

the mastery of reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul 

Yogyakarta in the academic year 2015/2016”. 

 

B. The Reason for Choosing the Topic 

There are some reasons that interest the writer for choosing the topic, they are  
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as follows: 

1. The topic is important for the students who are learning English to develop the 

students’ knowledge especially to reading skill. 

2. The result of the study will give a description on the mastery of reading of the 

eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the 

academic year 2015/2016. 

 

C. The Limitation of the Study 

To get the best result of the research, the writer limits the study as follows: 

1. The study is limited to the reading mastery of the teaching and learning 

English. 

2. The subject of the study is the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong 

Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the academic year 2015/2016. 

 

D. The Problem of the Study 

The writer would like to observe the problem on the mastery of reading skill, 

then she formulates the problem of the study as “How is the mastery of reading of 

the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the 

academic year 2015/2016?” 

 

E. The Aim of the Study 

The writer defines the aim of the study as “To describe the students’ mastery of 

reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in  
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the academic year 2015/2016.” 

 

F. The Use of the Study 

The writer expects the result of the study can be useful as follows: 

1. Practical use 

The result of the study can improve the teacher, students, and writer’s 

knowledge of reading mastery in the Junior High School. 

2. Theoretical use 

The result of this study can be used to enrich the mastery of reading theory 

for the writer and all of the readers. 

 

G. The Clarification of the Key Terms 

To describe the meaning of key terms discussed of which is stated in the title of 

study, the writer presents the clarification key terms as follows: 

1. Descriptive Study 

According to Hadi (2015: 4) that the descriptive study is a study which 

only describes the condition of an object or an even without any purpose of 

taking the general conclusion. 

In this research, descriptive study refers to kind of research of which the 

purpose is to describe the reading mastery of the eighth year students of SMP 

N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the academic year 2015/2016. 

2. Mastery 

According  to  Hornby (2005:944) mastery means great knowledge about  
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or understanding of particular thing. 

In this research, mastery means complete knowledge of reading. 

3. Reading 

Reading derives from the word read. According to Hornby (2005: 1254) 

read means to look at and understand the meaning of the written or printed 

words or symbols. 

According to Grabe (2009:14) reading is the process of receiving and 

interpreting information encoded in language form via the medium of print. 

In this research, reading refers to the process of receiving and 

interpreting the meaning of written words done by the eighth year students of 

SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the academic year 2015/2016. 

 

H. The Organization of the Study 

The writer organizes the study into five chapters. The organization of the study 

is as follows: 

Chapter I is Introduction, consisting of the background of the study, the 

reason for choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the problem of the study, 

the aim of the study, the use of the study, the clarification of the key terms, and the 

organization of the study. 

Chapter II is Review of Related Literature, consisting of a brief view of 

teaching and learning English in Junior High School and a brief view of reading. 

Chapter III is Method of the Study, consisting of the meaning of the research 

method,  subject  of  the  study,  method  of  collecting  the  data,  and  the  method of  
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analyzing the data. 

Chapter IV is Result of the Study, consisting of the data presentation and the 

data analysis. 

Chapter V is Conclusion and Suggestion, consisting of conclusion and 

suggestion. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

In this last chapter, the writer would like to present the conclusion and 

suggestion of the study. The description is presented as follows: 

A. Conclusion 

The problem proposed as the problem of the study is “How is the mastery of 

reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in 

the academic year 2015/2016?” 

Based on the result of the study, the mean of the students’ mastery of reading is 

73.5 (seventy three point five) and concluded as ‘good’ category. Finally, the writer 

takes conclusion that “The mastery of reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 

Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta in the academic year 2015/2016 is good.” 

 

B. Suggestion 

After conducting the study, the writer gives suggestion for the English teacher 

of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta, the eighth 

year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta, and the reader. They 

are as follows: 

1. For the English teacher 

Based on the result of the students’ mastery of reading above, the writer 

thinks that the teacher is good enough in teaching the reading material for the 

students. In order to develop the teaching and learning process and the student’  
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reading achievement, the writer suggests that the teacher should have more 

variation in conducting the teaching and learning to make the students more 

interested in joining the teaching and learning material. The variation can be the 

technique, the material, the source of the study, and the media used to teach. The 

writer thinks that it will affect the result of the students’ mastery of reading. 

2. For the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Ponjong Gunungkidul Yogyakarta 

The writer suggests that the students should pay attention while the teacher 

is explaining the material and ask the teacher when they face some problems. 

The students should realize that reading is important in learning English. 

3. For the reader 

The writer realizes that there are some mistakes and weakness in this 

thesis, by this thesis the writer suggests that the other researchers and readers 

can use this theory in order to develop the result of this thesis. 



42 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

 

Aebersold, Jo Ann and Field, Mary Lee.1997. From Reader to Reading Teacher.  

        Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2006. Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktek.  

        Jakarta: Rineka Cipta. 

 

__________________. 2007. Dasar-dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan. Jakarta: Bumi  

        Aksara. 

 

Brown, H. Douglas. 1994. Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to  

        Language Pedagogy. New Jersey: Prentice Hall Regents. 

 

_________________. 2000. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching fourth  

        edition. New York: Longman. 

 

Depdiknas. 2006. Permendiknas No. 22 Tahun 2006 tentang Standar Isi untuk  

        Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) & Madrasah Tsanawiyah (MTs). Jakarta:  

        Dharma Bhakti. 

 

_________. 2006. Permendiknas No. 23 Tahun 2006 tentang Standar Kompetensi  

        Lulusan untuk Satuan Pendidikan Dasar dan Menengah. Jakarta: Sinar  

        Grafika. 

 

Grabe, William. 2009. Reading in a Second Language. Cambridge: Cambridge  

        Applied Linguistics. 

 

Grellet, Francoise. 1986. A Practical Guide to Reading Comprehension Exercise.  

        Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

_______________. 1998. Developing Reading Skills: A Practical Guide to Reading  

        Comprehension Exercises. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Hornby, A.S. 2005. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English  

        seventh edition. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Hadi, Sutrisno. 2015. Metodologi Riset. Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar Offset. 

 

Johnson, Andrew. 2008. Teaching Reading and Writing. A Guide Book for  

        Tutoring and Remediating Students. New York: Rownman and Littlefield  

        Education. 

 

Kothari, C. R., 2004. Research Methodology: Methods & Techniques. New  

        Delhi: New Age International, Ltd. 



43 

 

Nunan, David. 2003. Practical English Language Teaching. Cambridge:  

        Cambridge University Press. 

 

Seliger, Herbert W. and Elana Goldberg Shohamy. 1989. Second Language  

        Research Methods. Oxford : Oxford University Press. 

 

Wardiman, Artono, Masduki B. Jahur, and M. Sukirman Djusma. 2008. English in  

        Focus for Grade VIII Junior High School (SMP/MTs). Jakarta: Pusat  

        Perbukuan, Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 

 

Williams. 1984. The Technique of the Teaching Reading. Oxford: Oxford  

        University Press. 

 

Williams, Eddie. 1996. Reading in the Language Classroom. UK: Hert Fortshire  

        Phoenix, elt. 

 


	1. Cover.pdf
	2. Approval.pdf
	3. Ratification.pdf
	4. Pronouncement.pdf
	5. Motto.pdf
	6. Presentation.pdf
	7. Acknowledgment.pdf
	8. Table of Contents.pdf
	9. The List of Table.pdf
	10. The List of Appendix.pdf
	11. Abstract.pdf
	12. Bab 1 - Introduction.pdf
	16. Bab 5 - Conclusion and Suggestion.pdf
	17. Bibliography.pdf

