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MOTTO 

 

                                                     
 
                 

“Allah will not change the condition of  people unless there is a change of what is in 

themselves..” 

 (Qur’an 13:11) 

 

“Do everything with all of your heart and soul or you will just get tired.” 

(My Daddy) 

 

“Search a face is needed, whenever and wherever you are” 

(Niken Tri Handayani) 

 

“Di dunia ini tidak ada yang tiba-tiba, semuanya melalui proses.” 

 (Wahyu Lestari) 

 

“Hasil tidak akan menghianati usaha.”  

(Yulia Marga Gita)   

 

“By looking what surround you, you will know how lucky you are.”  

(Hasti)   

 

“Keajaiban tidak hanya ada di depan atau di belakang, terkadang itu bisa ada di 

tengah-tengah.” 

(Anis Nur C.) 

 

“Sekali melangkah pantang menyerah, sekali tampil harus berhasil.” 

(MENWA) 

 

“Jika kamu ingin diperlakukan dengan baik oleh orang lain, lakukanlah itu terlebih 

dahulu pada orang lain.” 

(The writer) 
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ABSTRACT 

 

SITI MUNAWAROH, NO. 1211202780, English Education Study Program, Teacher 

Training and Education Faculty, Widya Dharma University, Klaten, 2016. Thesis: A 

Descriptive Study on the Mastery of Writing of the Eighth Year Students of Smp N 4 

Klaten in Academic Year of 2015/2016. 

The problem of this thesis is “How is the mastery of writing of the eighth year 

students of SMP N 4 Klaten in Academic Year 2015/2016?”. The aim of this study is to 

describe the students’ mastery in writing descriptive text of the eighth year students of 

SMP N 4 Klaten in Academic Year 2015/2016. 

The population of this research is the eighth year students of SMP N 4  Klaten in 

Academic Year of 2015/2016. The number of population is 180 students. The writer 

takes 48 students as the sample by applying proportional random sampling. In getting 

the data, the writer gives a test of writing about descriptive text. The instrument consists 

of 2 items. To know the validity, the writer uses content validity. The writer gives the 

test to the subject of the study. After the data are collected, the writer analyzes them by 

using statistical method with the mean and the frequency distribution.  

After analyzing the data, the writer can find that there are 15 students or 

31.25%who get very good category, 23 students or 48% who get good category,  9 

students or 18.75% who get fair category, 1 student or 2% who get poor category, and 

there is no one who gets fail category. The total score of the students’ mastery is 3550 

for 48 students. The mean score is 73.95 and it is categorized into good category. It is a 

fact that the problem above can be answered. Finally the writer draws the conclusion 

that the mastery of writing of the eighth year students of SMP N 4 Klaten in Academic 

Year of 2015/2016 is good. 

 

Key words: Descriptive Study, Mastery, Writing. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Study 

Human uses a language to communicate to others. People need to express 

their opinion, emotion with language. Everyone might get difficult to deliver 

something in his mind if he does not understand about language, because 

language is a tool to facilitate everyone for communication. Ramelan (1992: 11) 

states that language is said to be arbitrary, which means that it is based on social 

agreement. It means that language is a very important thing for human to 

communicate in human social life. According to Sari (1988: 14) language is a 

system of patterns. Learning about the patterns of language is very important 

because the speakers and the listeners may not know the way to speak that they 

want to communicate to each other, but the speakers and the listeners should 

know them in the sense of using them to communicate. 

Every country in this world has many languages. English is one of famous 

languages and international language to communicate with people from other 

country. In Indonesia, English is a foreign language. In globalization era, 

English is important to communicate in Politics, business, tourism, etc. So, 

everyone wants to master English or the learners should study English as soon 

as possible. In this era, Indonesian goverment has established a program to 

study English. It belongs to one of the compulsory subjects that is learned from 

Elementary to Senior High School. English has four skills, they are listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. All of them are important in mastering English, 
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but most of learners have difficulty in mastering English skill, especially in 

writing. Writing is the most difficult skill in learning English because the 

learners have to arrange the sentences correctly by using a good grammar, 

spelling and punctuation. 

Writing is used to show the ability of the students about grammar, correct 

spelling, and overall organization. Writing will increase the student’s ability to 

form and write a few words into a good sentence. According to Lado (1964: 

143) writing is partial representation of units of language expression. This 

activity can make students produce a text, a letter and a story of research report. 

They can also express their ideas, their own desires or their feelings. Writing is 

one of the important skills in teaching English. It has occupied a place in most 

English language skills. One of the reasons is that many people need to learn 

writing in English for occupational or academic purposes. To be able to write 

well, people must have good capabilities in writing. Morever, someone who 

wants to write an essay must be able to organize the idea, to construct the 

sentences, to use punctuation and spelling well. Besides that, he or she must be 

able to arrange the writing into cohesive and coherent paragraphs and texts. 

Teaching and learning English, especially in writing to the students of 

Junior High School is not easy, because not all of the students got English in the 

Elementary School. Some students in Junior High School who did not get 

English in Elementary School will get difficulty to understand about English, 

because English is habit that the students should learn since early stage. 

To get the success in learning English, especially in writing, the students 

must master the materials which have been taught by their teacher. The teacher 
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plays quite important role to make the students successful in learning proccess. 

The teachers need to shore up our own writing skills before we can effectively 

teach them (Hirai et al, 2010: 107). Teachers cannot apply the same method of 

teaching in different class. Each class has a different character, for example the 

students of class A is quiet, while the students of class D is noisy, that was the 

reason the teacher needs to improve their method and ability to reach the goal of 

teaching. Therefore, the teacher must be enthusiastic about his students(Harmer, 

1998: 2). The teacher must create writing habit in the class. Writing habit is 

making students feel comfortable as writers in English and so gaining their 

willing participation in more creative or extended activities. This will involve 

choosing the right kinds of activity with appropriate levels of challenge and 

providing them with enough language and information to allow them to 

complete writing tasks successfully (Harmer, 2015: 61).   

In this time, teaching English in Junior High School has applied 

Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP), but some schools have applied 

curriculum 2013 as a trial. Although every school has applied a different 

curriculum but the curriculum has same aim. The aim of curriculum is to make 

all schools have the same quality, not only school quality but also student 

quality. 

Permendikbud (2013: 221) states that Undang-Undang Nomor 20 Tahun 

2003 tentang Sistem Pendidikan Nasional menyebutkan bahwa kurikulum 

adalah seperangkat rencana dan pengaturan mengenai tujuan, isi, dan bahan 

pelajaran serta cara yang digunakan sebagai pedoman penyelenggaraan 

kegiatan pembelajaran untuk mencapai tujuan pendidikan tertentu. 
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There are many Junior High Schools in Klaten. Every school has a 

different quality, different facilities, and different curriculum. In this research, 

the researcher would like to do research in SMP N 4 Klaten as one of Junior 

High Schools in Klaten which has applied Curriculum 2013 in teaching and 

learning English, especially to the seventh and the eighth year students. Based 

on the explanation above, the writer wants to do a study and analyze deeper 

about the Mastery of Writing to the Eighth Year Students of SMP N 4 Klaten, 

Klaten in Academic Year 2015/2016.  

B. The Reason for Choosing the Topic  

The reasons why the writer has chosen the topic are as follow: 

1. Teaching and learning English is one way to make students master the 

language skill. As one of the four language skills, writing is one of the skills 

that plays an important role to enlarge the capability of studying English, by 

writing, the students can enrich their vocabulary and help them expressing 

their idea.   

2. The writer is interested in this topic because by mastering writing, students 

will be more ready and confident in learning English at the higher levels.  

 

C. The Limitation of the Study  

In order to focus the topic in this study, the writer limits the discussion as 

follow: this study describes the mastery of writing descriptive text of the eighth 

year students of SMP N 4 Klaten in Academic Year 2015/2016. 

 

D. The Problem of the Study 
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The writer would like to present the problem that can be formulated as 

follows : “How is the mastery of writing of the eighth year students of SMP N 4 

Klaten in the Academic Year 2015/2016?” 

 

E. The Aim of the Study  

Based on the problem above, the aim of the study is to describe the 

mastery in writing of the eighth year students of SMP N 4 Klaten, Academic 

Year 2015/2016. 

F. The Use of the Study 

By knowing the result of the study, the writer hopes that it will have some 

following uses:  

1. Theoretical Use 

  The result of the study can be used to enrich the mastery of writing 

theory for the writer of this study and the other readers.  

2. Practical Use 

For the students especially in the deserved school of SMP N 4 Klaten, 

the result of the study can improve their ability on writing mastery in Junior 

High School, especially descriptive text. For the teachers, it could be an 

information for them to know how deep the ability of the students  to 

understand the material of writing especially descriptive text. 

G. The Clarification of the Key Terms 

To clarify the meaning of the title, the writer would like to describe the 

key terms as follow : 
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1. Descriptive Study   

Descriptive is giving a description of something words or pictures 

(Hornby, 2005: 365). According to Hadi (2015: 4), the descriptive study is 

study which only describes the condition of an object or its event without 

taking general conclusions. Descriptive study is used to establish the 

existence of phenomena by explicitly describing them ( Seliger and 

Shohamy, 1989: 125). 

Based on the statement above, what is meant by descriptive study is a 

study to describe the mastery of writing of the eighth year students of SMP 

N 4 Klaten in the Academic Year 2015/2016.  

2. Mastery 

Hornby (2005: 944) states that mastery is great knowledge about or 

understanding of a particular thing. In this study, mastery means great 

knowledge of the eighth year students of SMP N 4 Klaten in the Academic 

Year 2015/2016. It is indicated by the students’ marks based on the 

writing test. 

3. Writing  

Writing is the activity of writing, in contrast to reading, speaking, etc 

(Hornby, 2005; 1561). Writing is central to children’s intelectual, social, 

and environmental development and plays a critical role in learning 

(Hyland, 2002: 96).  
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Nunan (2003: 88) states that writing is the mental work of inventing 

idea, thinking about how to express them, and organizing them into 

statement and paragraphs that will be clear to a reader. 

In this study, writing means the students’ work of expressing ideas 

and organizing them into a descriptive text. 

H. The Organization of the Study  

In order to give clear understanding of this research, the writer divides the 

study into five chapters.  

Chapter I is introduction. It consists of the background of the study, the 

reason for choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the problem of the 

study, the aim of the study, the use of the study, the clarification of the key 

terms, and the organization of the study.  

Chapter II is the review of related literature. It discusses the definition of 

writing, the kind of writing, the importance of writing, the process of teaching 

writing.  

Chapter III is research method. It consists of the meaning of research 

method, the subject of the study, the technique of collecting the data, and the 

technique of analyzing the data. 

Chapter IV is result of the study. It consists of presenting the data and 

analyzing the data. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion.  

 



 

 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

This chapter is the last chapter which discusses the conclusion and suggestion 

of the research. They are as follow: 

A. Conclusion 

After presenting and analyzing the data which were obtained from the 

research, the writer would like to conclude the analysis and discussion provided 

in chapter IV. The main aim in this study is to describe the mastery of writing of 

the eighth year students of SMP N 4 Klaten in Academic Year 2015/2016. In 

this chapter, the writer wants to give answer about the main problem that is 

“How is the mastery of descriptive writing of the eighth year students of SMP N 

4 in Academic Year 2015/2016?” Based on the previous computation, the 

students who get very good mark are 15 students or 31.25%, good mark are 23 

students or 48%, fair mark are 9 students or 18.75%, and poor mark is 1 student 

or 2%. There is no student who gets fail value. 

The total score of students’ mastery is 3550 for 48 students. The mean 

score is 73.9 and it is categorized into good category. So, it can be concluded 

that the mastery of descriptive writing of eighth year students of SMP N 4 

Klaten in academic year 2015/2016 is good. 

B. Suggestion 

Based on the conclusion the writer would like to give suggestion to the 

teacher, students, and reader. 

 

41 
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1. To the English teacher 

This study helps the teacher to overcome difficulties in teaching and 

learning English especially descriptive writing in Junior High School. The 

teachers must have appropriate material like identifying the generic structure, 

the lexico-grammatical, spelling, and another else in order to know the 

students’ difficulties. So, the teachers can help to overcome it by explaining 

the material again more clearly. 

2. To the students 

The result of the study would enable them to get significant experience 

on how to enlarge their knowledge of writing skill, especially descriptive 

writing. In learning writing, the students must practice writing anything in 

everyday life and the students must study hard and do many exercises 

concerning with writing. 
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