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ABSTRACT 

 

LUSITANIA DISSNA ISMURTI, No.1111202684.EnglishEducation 

Study Program.Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Widya Dharma 

University, Klaten, 2015. Undergraduate Thesis: A Descriptive Study on the 

Mastery of Reading of the Seventh Year Studentsof SMP N 2 Trucukin Academic 

Year 2014/2015. 

The problem of the study is: How is the mastery of reading of the seventh 

year students of SMP N 2 Trucuk in academic year 2014/2015. The aim of the study 

is to describe the student’s mastery of reading of the seventh year students of SMP N 

2 Trucuk in Academic Year 2014/2015. 

The research was done in the first semester of the Academic Year of 

2014/2015in  SMP N 2 Trucuk. The subject of the research is the seventh year 

students of SMP N 2Trucuk in 2014/2015. The number of population is259students 

that are divided intoseven classes. In this study, the writer takes 35 students as the 

sample. The writer uses proportional random sampling. It means that the writer takes 

the same proportion for one class; the writer takes five students for each class that is 

35, to be selected as the sample by using lottery. In this research, the writer uses 

multiple choices test. The number of the items is 20. After the data have been 

obtained the writer analyzes them by using statistical method. It is implemented in the 

form of mean and table. The table is used as the bases to make the description of the 

data, so this research is called descriptive study. Then, the result of the student’s 

mastery is categorized into the quantitative category and qualitative category.  

After discussing the previous chapters, the researcher would like to 

conclude this study. The main problem in this study is “How isthe reading 

mastery the seventh year students of SMP N 2 Trucuk in Academic Year 

2014/2015”.  

Based on the previous computation, the students who get excellent mark 

are 8 students or 22.86%, good mark are 25 students or 71.43%, and fair mark are 

2 students or 5.71%, and there no one who gets poor and fail mark.  

The total score of the student’s mastery is 259students. The mean score is 

74 and it is categorized into good. So the researcher concludes that the reading 

mastery of the seventh year students of SMP N 2 Trucuk in Academic year 

2014/2015 is good. 

 

 

Key Words: Descriptive Study, Reading, Mastery 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Study 

Language is a means of communication which is used by every single 

person to communicate with the other people. And according to Wardhaugh 

(1972: 3) language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human 

communication. So, by using language, we not only express our ideas but also 

give information to other people. Without language, it is hard to understand what 

the other people say. Therefore language is very important because it is used 

every day in our activity. 

 There are many languages in this world because every country has its own 

national language, especially English. English is an international language. In 

Indonesia, English is one of the foreign languages. As a developing country, 

Indonesia needs many kinds of information from other countries to achieve 

progresses. Based on the importance of the English language above, the purpose 

of teaching English is to enable the students to acquire the working knowledge of 

English. There are four purposes that the students have to acquire the working 

knowledge, they include: reading, listening, speaking, and writing. 

In real life, people read different kinds of reading materials such as 

newspaper, magazine, brochure, etc. The ability to read printed materials for 

foreign language is very important in mastering the foreign language itself. To be 

better and faster in reading, the students must try to read a lot since they can know 

how to read English words correctly.  Learning English is not easy, so only a few 
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students succeed in studying it. In learning English, the students sometimes find 

the various problem such as in vocabulary, structure, pronunciations, writing and 

reading comprehension. 

In classroom practice, Grabe (1984: 37) states that reading activities are 

divided into three stages. They are pre-reading activity, while- reading activity, 

and post-reading activity. In pre-reading, the teacher and the students prepare 

themselves for the task and make them familiar with the topic. In while- reading, 

the students interact with the text. The development of reading skills mostly 

occurs in this stage. The last step in teaching reading is post-reading activities. 

This activity is done after the students complete in reading. In this case, the writer 

focuses on the while-reading activity since the reading skills in this stage are 

enlarged, such as skimming for gist, scanning for specific information, reading for 

detail information, reading between the line, deducing meaning from context, 

dictionary skill, and making references skill. 

Based on the fact and the statement above, the writer will conduct a 

research entitled A Descriptive Study   on   the   Mastery of  Reading of the 

Seventh Year Students of SMP N 2 Trucuk  in Academic Year 2014/2015. 

 

B. The Reason of Choosing the Topic 

The reasons why the writer has choosen this topic are as follow: 

1. Reading skill is one of skills that should be mastered by the students based on 

competency standard. 

2. English Reading in Junior High School is necessary because this helps students 

be more ready and confident in learning English at higher levels. 
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C. The Limitation of the Study 

The writer wants to limit the study only to the reading mastery of the 

seventh year students of SMP N 2 Trucuk in Academic Year 2014/2015. 

 

D. The Problem of the Study  

The writer would like to present the problem that can be formulated as 

follows: 

“How is the reading mastery of the seventh year students of SMP N 2 Trucuk in 

Academic Year 2014/2015?” 

 

E. The Aim of the Study 

Based on the problem of the study, the writer has an aim of the study to 

describe the reading mastery of  the seventh year students of  SMP N 2 Trucuk in 

Academic Year 2014/2015 

 

F. The Use of the Study 

This study is expected to give a little sight for students, so that they can 

improve their skill especially in learning reading. By knowing the result of the 

study, the writer hopes that this study will give some uses as follow: 

1. Theoretical 

The study could increase the theory of teaching and learning reading in SMP 

N 2 Trucuk in Academic Year 2014/2015. 

2. Practical 

It can be used as a reference for teaching and learning in English 
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G. The Clarification of the Key Terms 

To clarify the meaning of the title, the would like to describe the key terms 

as follow: writer 

1. Descriptive Study 

According to Hadi (2000: 3), descriptive study is a study which only 

describes the condition of an object or its event without taking general 

conclusions. 

Based on the statement above, what is meant by descriptive study in 

this thesis is a study to describe the reading mastery of the seventh year 

students of SMP N 2 Trucuk in the Academic Year 2014/2015. 

2. Mastery 

Mastery means complete control or knowledge (Hornby, 1995: 721). 

In this study, mastery means students’ knowledge in answering the task 

concerning with reading. 

3. Reading  

According to Nunan (2003: 68), reading is a fluent process of readers 

combining information from a text and their own background knowledge to 

build meaning. In this study, reading means the students have to interact with 

language that has been coded into printed text then try to find the specific 

information from reading text. 

H.  The Organization of the Study 

 This research proposal consists of five chapters as follows: 
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Chapter I is introduction. It consists of the background of the study, the 

reasons for choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the statement of the 

problem, the aim of the study, the use of the study,the clarification of the study 

and the organization of the study. 

Chapter II is review of related literature. It consists of the nature of 

teaching reading in jenior high school and reading comprehension. 

Chapter III is the method of the study. It consists of the meaning of 

research method, the subject of the study, the technique of collecting the data, and 

the technique of analyzing the data. 

Chapter IV is the result of the study. It consists of presenting the data 

and analyzing the data. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion  

After discussing the previous chapters, the researcher would like to 

conclude this study. The main problem in this study is “How is the reading 

mastery of seventh year students of SMP N 2 Trucuk in Academic Year 

2014/2015”.  

Based on the previous computation, the students who get excellent 

mark are 8 students or 22.86%, good mark are 25 students or 71.43%, and fair 

mark are 2 students or 5.71%, and there no one who gets poor and fail mark.  

The total score of the student’s mastery is 259 students. The mean score 

is 74 and it is categorized into good. So the researcher concludes that the 

reading mastery of the seventh year students of SMP N 2 Trucuk in Academic 

year 2014/2015 is good. 

 

B. Suggestion  

After doing the analysis and seeing the result of the study, the 

researcher wants to give suggestion to the English teacher, to the student and 

the other writer.  

1. To the Students 

Structure is the basic knowledge and skill for understanding the 

language. In order to limit the students’ difficulty in learning English, 

43 
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especially in reading skill, the students must study hard and active in 

learning English. They should be diligent and do more and more exercises 

as many as possible 

2. To the English Teachers  

It is expected that they would like to introduce and to explain reading 

in more detail to their students because of its importance for the students 

to master English well and that they should apply the good method in 

teaching reading. 

3. To the Other Writer 

It is necessary to another writer to conduct a further research, in 

order to validate the result of this study. The writer hopes that the result of 

the research is abble to be used as a contribution and comparative matter in 

doing similar research although it is far from being perfect. 
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