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ABSTRACT 

 

PRASASTI DWI JANUARTI, No.1111202672. English Education 

Study Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Widya Dharma 

University, Klaten, 2015. Undergraduate Thesis: A Descriptive Study on the 

Mastery of Reading of the Seventh Year Students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in 

Academic Year 2014/2015. 

The problem of the study is: How is the mastery of reading of the seventh 

year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in academic year 2014/2015. The aim of 

the study is to describe the students’ mastery of reading of the seventh year students 

of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in academic year 2014/2015. 

The research was done in the first semester of the academic year of 

2014/2015 in  SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten. The subject of the research is the seventh 

year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in 2014/2015. The number of population 

is 352 students that are divided into nine classes. In this study, the writer takes 36 

students as the sample. The writer uses proportional random sampling. It means that 

the writer takes the same proportion for one class; the writer takes four students for 

each class that is 4 x 9 = 36, to be selected as the sample by using lottery. In this 

research, the writer uses multiple choice test. The number of the items is 20. After the 

data have been obtained the writer analyzes them by using statistical method. It is 

implemented in the form of mean and table. The table is used as the bases to make the 

description of the data, so this research is called descriptive study. Then, the result of 

the student’s mastery is categorized into the quantitative category and qualitative 

category.  

After analyzing the data, the writer can find that the students who get very 

good mark are 10 students or 27.78%, good mark are 25 students or 69.44%, and 

fair mark is 1 student or 2.78%, and there is no one who gets poor and fail mark. 

The total mark of the students’ mastery is 2730 for 36 students. The mean score is 

75.83 and it is categorized into good category. So it can be concluded that the 

Reading Mastery of the Seventh Year Students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in 

Academic Year 2014/2015 is good. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Study 

Language is a means of communication which is used by every single 

person to communicate with the other people. And according to wardhaugh 

(1972: 3) language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human 

communication. So, By using language we not only express our ideas but also 

give information to the other people. Without language it is hard to understand 

what the other people say. Therefore language is very important because it use 

every day in our activity. There are many languages in this world because 

every country has its own national language, especially English. English is an 

international language. So, the learners should study English as soon as 

possible in order to master English. 

  In Indonesia, English is one of the foreign languages. As a developing 

country, Indonesia needs many kinds of information from other countries to 

make this country into the modern age. Based on the importance of the 

English language above, the purpose of teaching English is to enable the 

students to acquire the working knowledge of English. There are four 

purposes that the students have to acquire the working knowledge, they 

include; reading, listening, speaking, and writing. 

Reading is an essential skill for learners of English as a second 

language. For most of these learners, it is the most important skill to master in 

order to ensure success not only in learning English but also learning in any 

content class,where reading in English is required (Nunan, 2003: 69). 
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In classroom practice, Grabe (1984: 37) states that reading activities 

are divided into three stages. They are pre-reading activity, while- reading 

activity, and post-reading activity. In pre-reading the teacher and the students 

prepare themselves for the task and make them familiar with the topic. In 

while- reading the students interact with the text. The development of reading 

skills mostly occurs in this stage. The last step in teaching reading is post-

reading activities. This activity is done after the students complete in reading. 

In teaching and learning process, the teacher has tried to teach the 

students optimally. The teacher gives many tasks to students. It needs more 

efforts and hard working of both teachers and students, because learning 

English is not easy sometimes students have difficulty in studying it, and are 

caused by several factors; external factors and internal factors. In practice the 

writer have found in teaching and learning English in SMP N 1 Jogonalan that 

students are less interested in learning the English language, including the lack 

of students' understanding of vocabulary and grammar, some students assume 

that English is difficult, low motivation, bad study habit, and attitude toward 

learning, it’s all included internal factors. And external factors, such as the 

classroom condition, that can hamper them in learning English in the 

classroom, and problems related to the topic and the length of the texts. 

To be better and faster in reading, the students must try to read and 

write a lot, so can be more appropriate and understand in writing English 

word. The students’ reading activities can be focused on reading articles from 
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newspaper, magazine, science books, or other sources about health, sports, 

transportation, etc.  

The goal of English teaching and learning process in Junior High 

School especially in the seventh year students is to help the student be more 

ready and confidendt in learning english at the higher levels and make the 

students can apply the language in real life. For example, the students can 

apply the use of expression in partings. The students must say “good bye” if 

they want to go home “leave taking”, because good bye is selamat tinggal in 

Indonesian. In teaching learning process, the students can use things around 

them as the materials. For example, the students can use newspaper, 

magazine, boxes of electronic tools, and boxes of cosmetic as the teaching 

learning materials. It is supposed that the students are able to implement 

their language skill using authentic texts.  

In relation to that, based on Kurikulum 2013 the major goal of 

learning language is developing the communication competence. The aims 

of curriculum 2013 is to prepare the  Indonesian people that have the ability 

to live as individuals and citizens who believe, productive, creative, 

innovative, and affective and able to contribute to society, nation, state, and 

world civilization.  

SMP N 1 Jogonalan, one of the schools which has applied Kurikulum 

2013. To develop the curriculum, the school joins with committee which 

comes from the community and the students’ parents. The committee also 

participates actively on school activities. One of the committee duties is 

controlling the academic achievement and physical building. The 
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Committee has important role in the school. So, the communities around 

SMP N 1 Jogonalan  believe this school can make their children to be clever 

students and get better life in the future.  

Many students choose this school “SMP N 1 Jogonalan” because 

they have several reasons this school is near from their house. This school 

has several buildings which are used to develop the students’ abilities. This 

school has many extraculicular activities, and this school has a good 

academic achievement.  

Based on the fact and the statement above, the writer will conduct a 

research at the seventh year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten 

Academic 2014/2015. Therefore, this research is entitled  A Descriptive 

Study on the Mastery of Reading of the Seventh Year Students of SMP N 1 

Jogonalan Klaten in Academic Year 2014/2015.  

B. The Reason of Choosing the Topic 

The reasons why the writer has chosen the topic are as follows: 

1. Reading skill is one of skills that should be mastered by the students 

based on competency standard. 

2. English reading in the junior high school is necessary because this 

program is to help students be more ready and confident in learning 

English at the higher levels. 

C. The Limitation of the Study 

The writer wants to limit the study only to the mastery of reading of 

the seventh year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in Academic Year 
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2014/2015. 

D. The Problem of the Study  

The writer would like to present the problem of the study as follows: 

“How is reading mastery of the seventh year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan 

Klaten in Academic Year 2014/2015?” 

E. The Aim of the Study 

Based on the problem, the writer has aim of the study is to describe 

the students’ mastery in understanding text of the seventh year students of 

SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in Academic Year 2014/2015.  

F. The Use of the Study 

This study is expected to give a little sight for students, so that they 

can improve their skill especially in learning reading. By knowing the result 

of the study, the writer hopes that this study will give some uses as follows: 

1. Theoretical 

The use of the study can enrich the teaching reading. The result of 

the study can be used to enrich the repertoire teaching and learning 

English. For the researcher it can be useful for learn how to be a good 

teacher through what should do in the future. For the reader and education 

stake holder, it can be useful to lack of the obstacle in teaching and 

learning process in the future. 

2. Practical  

The uses of the study are as follows: 

a. It can increase the repertoire of teaching reading. 
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b. It can be used to develop the quality of teaching reading. 

G.  The Clarification of the Key Terms 

To clarify the meaning of the title, the writer would like to describe 

the key terms as follows:  

There are some related terms that need to be clarified in this research, 

namely: 

1. Descriptive Study 

               According to Hadi (2000: 3), the descriptive study is a study which 

only describes the condition of an object or it is even without taking 

general conclusion. In this study, the word “descriptive” means to 

describe the students’ mastery on reading skill. “Study” is devotion of 

time and thought to get knowledge of or do a close examination of a 

subject (Hornby, 1987: 859). Descriptive study on the mastery of reading 

of the seventh year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in Academic 

Year 2014/2015 means a study to analyze the students’ mastery in using 

reading materials of the seventh year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan 

Klaten in Academic Year 2014/2015. 

2. Mastery  

Mastery means complete control or knowledge (Hornby, 1987: 

523). In this study, mastery means the students’ capability on reading text 

effectively and efficiently. So, in the limited time the students are 

supposed to be able to answer the question rightly. 
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3. Reading  

 In Kurikulum 2013 the major goal of learning language is 

developing the communication competence. It is to prepare the  

Indonesian people that have the ability to live as individuals and citizens 

who believe, productive, creative, innovative, and affective and able to 

contribute to society, nation, state, and world civilization. As stated in 

Kurikulum 2013, various types of texts which are learned in junior high 

school are descriptive, narrative, recount, report, procedure, anecdote, 

explanation, exposition, and news items. 

The purpose of teaching English is to enable the students to acquire 

the working knowledge of English. There are four purposes that the 

students have to acquire the working knowledge, they include; reading, 

listening, speaking, and writing. 

  By mastering the four skills above, it means that a working 

knowledge of English has been the aims of teaching and learning English, 

considering the importance of English which has been established as the 

first foreign language is put into compulsory subject, the application of it 

is taught in Junior High School to University, one of the four skill is 

reading.  

Reading is a fluent process of readers combining information 

from a text and their own background knowledge to build meaning. 

Reading in this study means a fluent process of readers combining 
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information from a text and their own background knowledge to build 

meaning (Nunan, 2003: 68). 

The seventh year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in 

Academic Year 2014/2015 combining information from a text and their 

own background knowledge to build meaning. 

H.  The Organization of the Study 

This research proposal consists of five chapters as follows: 

Chapter I is introduction. It consists of the background of the study, 

the reasons for choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the problem of 

the study, the aim of the study, the use of the study, the clarification of the 

study and the organization of the study. 

Chapter II is the theories underlying the study. It consists of 

descriptive study, teaching and learning English in Junior High School, a 

brief view of long functional text (descriptive text) and a brief view of 

reading. 

Chapter III is the research method. It consists of the meaning of 

research method, the subject of the study, the technique of collecting the 

data, and the technique of analyzing the data. 

Chapter IV is the result of the study. It consists of presenting the data 

and the analyzing of the data. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. It consists of conclusion and 

suggestion. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion  

After discussing the previous chapters, the researcher would like to conclude 

this study. The main problem in this study is “How is Reading Mastery of the 

Seventh Year Students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in Academic Year 

2014/2015”.  

Based on the previous computation, the students who get very good mark are 

10 students or 27.78%, good mark are 25 students or 69.44%, and fair mark is 1 

student or 2.78%, and there is no one who gets poor and fail mark.  

The total mark of the students’ mastery is 2730 students. The mean mark is 

75.83 and it is categorized into good. So the researcher concludes the students’ 

reading mastery of the seventh year students of SMP N 1 Jogonalan Klaten in 

Academic year 2014/2015 is good. 

 

B. Suggestion  

After doing analysis and drawing the conclusion, the researcher would like to 

give some suggestions which can be presented as follow: 

1. To the Students 

It is hoped that the result of the study can give them more obvious 

explanations concerning with reading. The students should do more exercise 

47 

 



 
 

concerning with reading mastery. The students must be active in learning 

English and not to be ashamed to ask the teachers about the material of learning 

English especially reading.  

2. To the English Teachers  

It is expected that they would like to introduce and to explain reading in 

more detail to their students because of its importance for the students to master 

English well and that they should apply the good method in teaching reading. 

3. To the Other Writer 

It is necessary to another writer to conduct a further research, in order to 

validate the result of this study. The writer hopes that result of the research can 

be used as contribution and comparative matter in doing research although it is 

far from being perfect. 
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