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ABSTRACT 

Sri Setiyawan, Student No. 0811202186. English Education Study Program, Faculty of 

Teacher Training and Education, Widya Dharma University, Klaten, 2015. Undergraduate 

Thesis: Teaching and Learning Vocabulary to the Fifth–Grade-Students of SDN 2 

Kapungan Polanharjo Klaten in Academic Year of 2013 /2014. 

The Aim of this study is to anwers the problems: (1) How is the process of teaching 

English vocabulary to the fIfth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 

2013/2014,  (2) What kinds of the obstacle occur in teaching English vocabulary to the 

fIfth grade  students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014, (3) Why does the 

obstacle occur in teaching English vocabulary to the fIfth year students of SD N 2 

Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014,  (4) How is the solution of the obstacle in teaching 

English vocabulary to the fIfth grade students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 

2013/2014. 

The study includes in a case study. There, the srategy used is qualitative. The data 

of this research are the activities of  teaching and learning vocabulary of the fifth grade 

students  of  SD N 2 Kapungan  in academic year 2013/2014. The sources of data are the 

event of teaching and learning process, informant consisting of the English teacher and 

students. The data are colleted by using observation, interview and documentation of 

teaching vocabulary to the fifth- grade -students of SD N 2 Kapungan  in academic year 

2013/2014, and then analyzed by descriptive qualitative methods.  

The answers of the problems above are: (1) The process of teaching English 

vocabulary to the fIfth grade students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014 

includes preparation, material, method activities, media and source of learning, time 

allocation, evaluation, (2) kind of the obtacle occur in teaching of English vocabulary to 

the fIfth grade students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014 are the students 

lack of ability in writing the words and the pronounciation (3) The obtacle occue because 

of the material, media, and the students’ laziness, (4) The solution of teaching vocabulary 

of the fifth grade students  of  SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014 is by giving 

task, using various media, and asking the students to practise writing and speaking. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Study 

Language as a means of communication plays very important role in 

social relationship among human beings. One of the languages  which  is 

often  used by most people in the world is English. English is one of the 

foreign languages that must be learnt in school since kindergarten level until 

university level. English is considered as a difficult subject for the Indonesian 

students because English is completely different from Indonesian language 

being looked at from the system of structure, pronunciation and vocabulary.  

People who learn a language as a foreign language are hoped to know 

and master the vocabulary to improve the language skills.  Vocabulary plays 

an important role because it appears in every language skills. Vocabulary 

building is really important in any language learning. The writer realizes how 

important the mastery of vocabulary is, particularly for people who study 

English as a foreign language. Teaching English involves four language 

skills; they are listening, speaking, reading and writing. In teaching and 

learning a language, the teachers use four aspects that support four language 

skills above, namely grammar, vocabulary, spelling and pronunciation that 

are also taught in English teaching and learning process. 

 

1 
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Teaching English in the elementary school has been accepted in 

Indonesia in line with the government’s plan on the nine year basic 

education. In the elementary school, English is to be taught as one of the 

local contents. The aim of teaching English in the elementary school is to 

motivate the students to be ready and have self confidence in learning 

English at higher level of education. The students of elementary school just 

learn English in the simple pattern (vocabulary, grammar, etc.) since they 

learn it for the first time. 

Teaching English to children, in this case elementary school students 

should be different from adult. According to Cameron (2009: 1) children are 

often more enthusiastic and lively as learners. They want to please the teacher 

rather than  their peer group. They will  have a go an activity even when they 

don’t quite understand why or how. However, they also lose interest more 

quickly and are less able to keep themselves motivated on tasks they find 

difficult. Children  do not find it as easy to use language to talk about 

language; in other words, they do not have the same access as older learners 

to metalanguage that teachers can use to explain about grammar or discours. 

In this study, the writer focuses on teaching English vocabulary 

considering that vocabulary constitutes the knowledge of meaning which is 

one of the components of language. Studying a language cannot be separated 

from studying vocabulary. By learning vocabulary first, learners will be able 

to communicate in English as stated by Decarrico in Celce-Murcia (2001: 
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285) vocabulary learning is central to language acquisition, whether the 

language is first, second or foreign.  

In line with the explanation above, English as the foreign language in 

Indonesia is  important. For this reason, the teacher should pay more attention 

to the teaching and learning English vocabulary to children as the learners. 

Teacher should master the way how to teach the vocabulary to their students 

so that the students understand and know vocabulary appropriately based on 

its context.  

In addition, vocabulary teaching is one of the most important 

components in mastering English. The main reason is the fact that it is a 

medium. It carries meaning; learning to understand and express the meaning 

is what counts in learning languages.  

There are many elementary schools in Klaten for instance SD N I 

Klaten, SD N I Jatimulyo, SD N I Barenglor, SD N I Juwiring, SD N 2 

Kapungan, Polanharjo, Klaten , etc. SD N 2 Kapungan, Polanharjo, Klaten is 

one of the elementary schools which lays on SD N 2 Kapungan, Polanharjo, 

Klaten. The students are taught English. In learning a foreign language, the 

learners may meet all kinds of learning problems dealing with vocabulary, 

sound system, and how to arrange words into sentences that are quite 

different from those of native languages. 

The difficulty of teaching and learning vocabulary in elementary 

school interests the writer to make a research. The writer chooses the fifth 
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year because in this level the students begin to be taught English officially 

based on the curriculum that should be taught and  mastered by the students.   

Based on the statement above, the writer is interested in analyzing 

“Teaching English Vocabulary to the fifth Year Students of SD N 2 

Kapungan in 2013” 

B. The Reason for Choosing the Topic 

In writing this study, the writer has  an idea that teaching vocabulary  

is  the important thing to learn. The reasons that encourage the writer to 

choose the topic are as follows: 

1. The writer is interested in this topic because vocabulary  is  one of the 

most important aspects in mastering English in Elementary school. 

2. Vocabulary is essential to improve the four language skills (listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing) of the students, so it is important to find an 

exact way of situation to make students be interested in improving their 

vocabularies. 

 

C. The Limitation of the Study 

  In this study, the writer would like to limit the scope of the study as 

follows: 
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1. This study limited to the process of teaching English vocabulary to the 

fifth year students of  SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014. 

2. This study concerns with the obstacle occur in teaching English 

vocabulary to the fifth year students of  SD N 2 Kapungan in academic 

year 2013/2014 

3. This study is limited to the reason why the obstacle occurs in teaching 

English vocabulary to the fIfth year students of  SD N 2 Kapungan in 

2013/2014. 

4. This study concerns with the solution of the obstacle occurs in teaching 

English vocabulary to the fIfth year students of  SD N 2 Kapungan in 

2013/2014 

D. The Problem of the Study 

The problems of the study that the writer wants to solve in this study 

are as follows:  
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1. How is the process of teaching English vocabulary to the fIfth year 

students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014? 

2. What kinds of the obstacle occur in teaching English vocabulary to the 

fIfth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014? 

3. Why does the obstacle occur in teaching English vocabulary to the fIfth 

year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014? 

4. How is the solution of the obstacle in teaching English vocabulary to the 

fIfth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014? 

E. The Aim of the Study 

     In this study, the writer has four aims as follows: 

1. To describe the process of teaching English vocabulary to the fifth year 

students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014. 

2. To know the kinds of the obstacle which occur in teaching English 

vocabulary to the fIfth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014. 

3. To know why the obstacle occurs in teaching English vocabulary to the 

fIfth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014. 

4. To describe the solution of the obstacle in teaching English vocabulary to 

fIfth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013/2014. 

F. The Use of the Study 

Hopefully this study has some uses as follows: 

1. This study can provide the qualification of the English teacher who can 

teach English at Elementary school. 
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2. This study can provide the appropriate method and technique that can 

support the teaching learning process in Elementary school. 

3. This research can give contribution in English teaching and learning 

especially teaching vocabulary in Elementary school.  

G. The Clarification of the Key Terms 

 To give a clear idea of what is meant by the title of this study, the 

writer explains some important terms related to the study as follows: 

1. Teaching and learning Process 

Teaching comes from the word “teach” which means to show 

somebody how to do something, so that they will be able to do it 

themselves (Hornby, 2005: 1225). Learning comes from the word “learn” 

which means to gain knowledge or skill, by study, experience or being 

taught (Hornby, 2005: 671). Process means a series of actions or tasks 

performed in order to do, make or achieve something (Hornby, 2005: 922). 

Teaching and learning process in this study means a series of 

giving students knowledge and skill so they gain the knowledge or skill by 

studying, practicing or being taught, having or showing much knowledge 

to achieve the aims of teaching English in elementary school. 

2. Vocabulary 

Hornby (2005: 1645) defines vocabulary as 1) The total number of 

words in language, 2) All the words known to a person or used in a 

particular book, subject, etc, and 3) A list of words with their meanings, 

especially one that accompanies a textbook in a foreign language. 
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 From the definitions above, the writer concludes that vocabulary is 

the total number of words known by the students in English subject of the 

fifth  grade students of SD N 2 Kapungan in 2013. 

H. The Organization of the Study 

 This study consists of five chapters, each of which has sub-

divisions, as follows: 

 Chapter one is introduction. It consits of the background of the 

study, the reason for choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the 

problem of the study, the aim of the study, the use of the study, the 

clarification of the key terms,and the organization of the study. 

Chapter two deals with review of related literature consisting of the 

theory of teaching and learning process , the meaning of vocabulary, the 

kinds of vocabulary, the use of  vocabulary.  

Chapter three is the research method. It deals with the meaning of 

research method, the strategy of the research, the data and the source of the 

data, the method of collecting the data and technique of analyzing the data. 

Chapter four is the result of the study. It  consits of the data analysis 

and disscusion of the finding. 

Chapter five is conclusion and suggestion. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

This chapter is about the conclusion, and the suggestion of the research. The 

further explanation is as follows: 

A. Conclusion 

After the writer analyzes the result of interview with the informant and 

takes an observation of teaching English vocabulary to the fifth year students of 

SD N 2 Kapungan, the writer can get the information about the teaching English 

vocabulary in that observed school. 

In this case the writer will answers the problems stated in the previous 

chapter. They areas follows: 

1. How is the process of teaching English vocabulary to the fifth year students 

of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014?  

2. What kinds of the obstacle occur in teaching English vocabulary to the fifth 

year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014? 

3. Why does the obstacle occur in teaching English vocabulary to the fifth year 

students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014?  

4. How is the solution of the obstacle in teaching English vocabulary to the 

fifth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014? 

The aswers of the problems as the conclusions are as follows:  

1. The Process of Teaching English to Vocabulary 
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a. Preparation 

 In preparing the teaching and learning, the teacher prepares her 

lesson plan, material and the source of the study. She arranges the lesson 

plan based on the curriculum and the teacher always prepares the material 

before teaching as guidance in her teaching act. She also prepares the 

media before teaching if it is used. She prepares what will be given to the 

students and also prepares the way to explain the material so that the 

students will be interested.  

b. material 

 In this research, teacher’s activities include opening by greeting the 

students, using building the knowledge of field method, modeling of text 

method, giving a clear explanation, checking the understanding of the 

students, and closing the lesson. 

c. Method 

 In this research, the students’ activities include discussing the 

homework with the teacher and practice speaking and writing from 

material. 

d. Activities 

 Media is also needed in teaching and learning process, because it 

can make the students easier to catch the material given by the teacher. In 

this research, the method, discussion or questioning. 

e. Media and Source of Learning 

 The condition of the teaching English vocabulary to the fifth year 

students of  SD N 2 Kapungan in English teaching and learning process is so 

crowded and there are only some students who are silent, but almost all of 
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them are active in giving questions when they don’t understand the 

material and also they are active in doing the task. 

f. Time Allocation 

 As last activity after giving the material, the teacher must evaluate 

the students. In this research, the teacher uses oral and written test to 

evaluate the understanding of students about the material given. 

G. The Evaluation 

 After giving the material, the teacher must evaluate the students. In 

this research, the teacher uses oral and written test to evaluate the students’ 

understanding of the material given. 

2. The Obstacles in Teaching and Learning 

In teaching English vocabulary, there is possibility that the obstacles 

can be found. In this result, there are some obstacles that can be found in 

teaching English vocabulary to the fifth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan , 

Polanharjo, Klaten. There are some students who are lack of their ability in 

writing vocabularies in English and also speak in correct pronunciation. 

3. The Reason Why the Obstacles Occurred 

In this research, the obstacles occurred because of the material or me 

in Teaching English vocabulary and the laziness in Learning English. 

4. The Solution of the Obstacles 

In the solution of the obstacles in teaching English vocabulary, there 

are some ways to solve them. In this study, the researcher would like to 

discuss about the solution, they are as follow:  
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a. There were also some students who had lower ability than others. the 

teacher orders the students to say again and in writing, she tells students to 

make short sentences in accordance with the given vocabularies then 

corrects it, so the students can understand. 

b. Concerning with the number of students with the kinds of characteristic, so 

the situation is so crowded and only some  students who are silent. the 

teacher did the discussion or questioning with the students. She walked 

around to control and monitor the students, but sometimes she used game 

or even song  to make the student active in teaching English vocabulary. 

c. Concerning with the difficulties faced by the teacher such as the limited 

media, the teacher tried to make her teaching vocabulary complete by 

using various pictures in the text book or student worksheet. The teacher 

also recommended using song and the pictorial dictionary to make the 

students’ learning enjoyable.  

d. The students also felt difficult in writing vocabularies correctly and also 

speaking correct pronunciation. Their teacher helps them to solve that 

problem by asking them to apply the vocabularies which have been taught 

in making simple sentences and to read it in front of the classroom, in 

order that the students know the meaning of the vocabularies, speak the 

vocabularies in correct pronunciation and write the vocabularies correctly. 

B. Suggestion 

Based on the result of the research of teaching English vocabulary to the 

fifth year students of SD N 2 Kapungan in academic year 2013/2014, the writer 
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would like to present some suggestions to students, and English teacher as 

follows: 

1. For the students, they should pay more attention and active in learning 

process.  

2. For English teacher, she should give more variation in teaching English so the 

students will be more interested in learning English.  
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