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ABSTRACT 

 

WIDYA YUNI KISMAWATI, No.1111202685. EnglishEducation Study Program. 

Teacher Training and Education Faculty, Widya Dharma University, Klaten, 2015. 

Undergraduate Thesis: A Descriptive Study on the Mastery of Reading of the Eighth 

Year Students of SMP N 2 Delangguin Academic Year 2014/2015. 

The problem of the study is: How is the mastery of reading of the eighth year 

students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in academic year 2014/2015. The aim of the study is to 

describe the students’ mastery of reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 2 

Delanggu in academic year 2014/2015. 

The research was done in the first semester of the academic year of 2014/2015 in 

SMP N 2 Delanggu. The subject of the research is the eighth year students of SMP N 2 

Delanggu in academic year 2014/2015. The number of population is 134 students that are 

divided into sixth classes. In this study, the writer takes 30 students as the sample. The 

writer uses proportional random sampling. It means that the writer takes the same 

proportion for one class; the writer takes five students for each class that is 5 x 6 = 30, to 

be selected as the sample by using lottery. In this research, the writer uses multiple choice 

test. The number of the items is 20. After the data have been obtained the writer analyzes 

them by using statistical method. It is implemented in the form of mean and table. The 

table is used as the bases to make the description of the data, so this research is called 

descriptive study. Then, the result of the students’ mastery is categorized into the 

quantitative category and qualitative category.  

After analyzing the data, the writer concludes that the mastery of reading of the 

eighth year students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in academic year 2014/2015 is good. It can be 

proven from the data analysis, that the students’ mastery of reading of the eighth year 

students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in academic year 2014/2015 is 76.33. The students mean 

above is 76.33; the writer can classify it into good category.      

 

Key words:  Descriptive Study, Reading Comprehension, Students’ Mastery. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

  

A. The Background of the Study 

Language as a means of communication takes an important role in 

human life. Language is used by them to transfer their idea to the other. As 

human beings, they must communicate with other. Language is a purely human 

and non instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions, and desires by 

means of a system of voluntarily produced symbols(Sapir 2000: 3). While 

Brown (2000: 5) states that language is a complex, specialized skill, which 

develops in the child spontaneously, without conscious effort or formal 

instruction, is deployed without awareness of its underlying logic, is 

qualitatively the same in every individual, and is distinct from more general 

abilities to process information or behave intelligently. So, people need 

language to express their opinions, emotions, and desires either in speaking. 

English as the most prominent international language is used in all 

over the world. It plays very important role in the field of international 

relations, science, technology, and culture. By knowing English well, people 

will be able to understand some information delivered via radio, newspaper, and 

magazine as media of communication. Indonesian must master English if 

people do not want to be left from science and technology, either for 

communicative purposes or for academic purposes. Today, the growth of 

English in the world elevates to Indonesia. English is considered as the first 

foreign language.  
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Learning English as a foreign language is difficult because English is 

different from mother tongue. The differences of English and Indonesian 

language are in vocabulary, culture, grammar, phonology, etc. The students 

usually find many difficulties in mastering English. So, the students need effort 

to study English more and more. The first stepto study English is mastering the 

four language skills. They are listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Listening and reading include in the receptive skill. Speaking and writing are 

the productive skill. 

Reading is one of the four skills in teaching and learning of English 

which is taught in every level of education in language classroom. Students 

from Elementary School until Senior High School get the reading lesson. The 

material must be relevant to the level of the class, reading material which is 

offered by the teacher depends on the grade of the class, and it is based on the 

curriculum. The students can use reading to acquire knowledge and to change 

his or her own attitudes, ideals, and aspirations. 

Johnson (2008: 3-4) emphasizes that reading is the practice of using 

text to create meaning. Teaching reading is aprocess to get messages or 

information from a written form. Reading is an activity that involves the 

comprehension and interpretation of ideas symbolized by the writer.The activity 

has a good result if the reader understands what the written form states. While 

according to Brown (2001: 306), reading comprehension is primarily a matter 

of developing appropriate, efficient comprehension strategies. Based of the 

mentioned above, teaching reading comprehension is a kind of teaching which 

needs a good technique and approach in order to get the purpose of teaching 

reading comprehension fulfilled. 
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In classroom practice, Chair (2002: 15) states that reading activity 

involves one or more purposes, some operations to process the text at hand, and 

the consequences of performing the activity. Prior to reading, a reader has a 

purpose, which can be either externally imposed (e.g., completing a class 

assignment) or internally generated (wanting to program a VCR). The purpose 

is influenced by a cluster of motivational variables, including interest and prior 

knowledge. The initial purposes can change as the reader reads. That is, a 

reader might encounter information that raises new questions that make the 

original purpose either incomplete or irrelevant. When the purpose is externally 

mandated, as in instruction, the reader might accept the purpose and complete 

the activity. 

Based on the fact and the statement above, the writer conducted a research 

at the eighth year students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in 2014/2015. Therefore, this 

research is entitled “A Descriptive Study   on   the   Mastery of Reading of the 

Eighth Year Students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in Academic Year 2014/2015”. 

 

B. The Reason for Choosing Topic 

The reasons why the writer has choosen this topic are as follows: 

A. Reading skills is one of skills that should be mastered by the students based on 

competency standard. 

B. English reading in the junior high school is necessary because this program is to 

help students be more ready and confident in learning English at the higher 

levels. 

C. The Limitation of the Study 
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The writer will limit the study only to the mastery of reading of the eighth 

year students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in academic year 2014/2015. 

 

D. The Problem of the Study 

The writer will present the problem of the study as follows: “How is 

reading mastery of the eighth year students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in the 

academic year 2014/2015?” 

 

E. The Aim of the Study 

Based on the problem, the writer has aim of the study to describe the 

students’ mastery in understanding text of the eighthyear students of SMP N 2 

Delanggu in academic year 2014/2015. 

 

F. The Use of the Study 

This study is expected to give a little sight for students, so that they can 

improve their skill especially in learning reading. By knowing the result of the 

study, the writer hopes that this study will give some uses as follows: 

1. Theoretical 

The use of the study can enrich the teaching reading.The result of the 

study can be used to enrich the repertoire of teaching and learning English. 

For the researcher it can be useful for learning how to be a good teacher 

through what should do in the future. For the reader and education 

stakeholders, it can be useful to reduce the obstacle in teaching and learning 

process in the future. 

2. Practical 
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The uses of the study are as follows: 

a. It can increase the repertoire of teaching reading. 

b. It can be used to develop the quality of teaching reading. 

 

G. The Clarification of the Key Terms 

To clarify the meaning of the title, the writer describes the key terms as 

follows:  

1. Descriptive Study 

According to Lancet (2002: 145) descriptive study is concerned with 

and designed only to describe the existing distribution of variables, without 

regard to causal or other hypotheses. The key qualifier about causal 

hypotheses is sometimes forgotten by investigators, resulting in erroneous 

conclusions. 

While Martono (2011: 17) states descriptive study aimed to describe 

the character of a variable, group or social phenomenon that occurs in the 

society. 

Based on the explanation above, the writer can conclude that the 

descriptive study is dealing with something that needs to be investigated and 

examined carefully and the result pictures in the word, so that it easier to 

understand. 

In this study, descriptive study of reading of the eighth year students 

of SMP N 2 Delanggu in the academic year 2014/2015means a study to 
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analyze the students’ mastery of the eighth year students of SMP N 2 

Delanggu in the academic year of 2014/2015. 

2. Mastery 

Mastery means complete control or knowledge Hornby (1995: 721). 

In this study mastery means students’ knowledge in answering the task 

concerning with reading. 

According to Longman (2001:880) states that mastery is complete 

control or power over someone or something. In this study, mastery means 

the students capability on reading text effectively and efficiently. So, in the 

limited time the students are supposed to able to answer the question rightly. 

Mastery is always inward, learning who you really are and 

reconnecting with that innate force and knowing it with clarity Greene 

(2012: 4).While Leonard (1991: 5) assumes that mastery requires a special 

ticket available only to those born with exceptional abilities. It's available to 

anyone who is willing to get on the path and it, regardless of age, sex, or 

previous experience. 

Therefore mastery is reconnecting complete control or knowledge 

with that innate force and knowing it with clarity. In this study, mastery 

means students’ mark in answering the text concerning with reading. 

3. Reading  

According to Nunan (2003: 68), reading is a fluent process of readers 

combining information from a text and their own background knowledge to 

build meaning. Reading this study means a fluent process of readers 

combining information from a text and their own background knowledge to 

build meaning. 
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While Johnson (2008: 3-4) emphasizes that reading is the practice of 

using text to create meaning. If there is no meaning being created, it won’t be 

reading taking place. It is a constantly developing skill. It also integrates 

visual and non-visual information. 

The eighth year students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in the academic year 

2014/2015 combining information from a text and their own background 

knowledge to build meaning. 

 

H. The Organization of the Study 

 This research proposal consists of five chapters as follows: 

Chapter I is introduction. It consists of the background of the study, the 

reasons for choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the problem of the 

study, the aim of the study, the use of the study, the clarification of the key terms 

and the organization of the study. 

Chapter II is review of related literature. It consists of the nature of 

teaching reading in junior high school and reading comprehension. 

Chapter III is the method of the study. It consists of the meaning of 

research method, the subject of the study, the technique of collecting the data, 

and the technique of analyzing the data. 

Chapter IV is the result of the study. It consists of presenting the data 

and analyzing the data. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. It consists of conclusion and 

suggestion. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion  

After discussing the previous chapters, the researcher would like to 

conclude this study. The main problem in this study is “How is the mastery of 

reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in Academic year 

2014/2015”. 

Based on the previous computation, the students who get excellent mark 

are 14 students or 46.7%, good mark are 13 students or 43.3%, and fair mark are 

3 students or 10%, and there is none who gets poor and fair mark.  

The total score of the students’ mastery is 2290. The mean score is 76.33 

and it categorized into good. So the researcher concludes the students’ mastery of 

reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 2 Delanggu in Academic year 

2014/2015 is good. 

 

B. Suggestion  

After doing analysis and drawing the conclusion, the researcher would like 

to give some suggestions which can be presented as follow: 

1. To the Students 

It is hoped that the result of the study give more obvious explanations 

concerning with reading. The students should do more exercise concerning 

with mastery of reading. The students must be active in learning English and 
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not to be ashamed to ask the teachers about the material of learning English 

especially reading.  

2. To the English Teachers  

It is expected that they would like to introduce and to explain reading in 

more detail to their students because of its importance for the students to 

master English well and that they should apply the good method in teaching 

reading. 

3. To the Readers 

This research is mainly focused on reading skills. There are still many 

problems in the field, which are not yet solved. The result of the study can be 

used as additional reference for further research with the different sample and 

occasions. The writer expects that the study gives contribution in teaching and 

learning English. 
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