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ABSTRACT 

 

JOKO KARNYOTO, 1211202806, English Education Study Program, the Faculty 

of Teacher Training and Education, Widya Dharma University, Klaten, 2017. Thesis 

: “A Descriptive Study on the Mastery of Reading of the Eighth Year Students of SMP 

N 3 Klaten in Academic Year of 2016/ 2017” 

 

The problem of this study is “How is reading mastery of the eighth year 

students of SMP N 3 Klaten in Academic Year of 2016/ 2017?” This study aims to 

describe the mastery of reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Klaten in 

Academic Year of 2016/ 2017. 

In this study, the writer takes all of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Klaten 

as the population. The number of the population is 293 students. They come from 8 

classes. Therefore, the writer takes 13% from them or 40 students as the sample by 

using proportional random sampling. It means that the writer takes 5 students for each 

class to be selected as the sample from the population. In collecting the data, the writer 

gives a test that consists of 20 items in the form of multiple choices. The writer 

analyzes the data by using statistical method. It is implemented in the form of mean 

and table to know the students’ mastery of reading. 

After analyzing the data, the writer knows the students who get very good 

marks are 26 students or 65%, those who get good marks are 11 students or 27. 5% 

and fair mark are 3 or 7. 5%. Besides that, there is no student who gets poor mark and 

fail mark. The mean of the students’ mastery of reading is 83. 5 and it is classified into 

very good category. So, the writer concludes that the mastery of reading of the eighth 

year students of SMP N 3 Klaten in Academic Year of 2016/ 2017 is very good. 

 

 

Key words: descriptive study, mastery, reading. 
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 CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION  

 

A. The Background of the Study 

Language is a means of commmunication. Language is used to transfer 

idea to others. According to Brown (2000: 5) language is a system of arbitrary 

conventionalized vocal, written or gesture symbol that enables members of a given 

community to communicate intelligibly with one another. From the statement 

above, language can be used to communicate, to know, and to conceive social 

relationship between humans. Without language, human cannot interact to each 

other. One of the languages which is used by human in this world is English. 

Because of the importance of English, Indonesian government has 

established a program, that study English as the foreign language. It is one of the 

compulsory subjects which is thought and learned from elementary schools give it 

from the third level to sixth level’. English as the foreign language are taught since 

Kindergarten, Elementary School, Junior High School, and Senior High School as 

a subject in school. 

Based on the application above, teaching and learning activities in English 

class for Junior High School cover four skills (listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing). All those skills cannot be separated as they complete each other. Reading 

is one of the language skills which play an important role for language acquisition.
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 The acquisition process will be more successful, when reading texts are 

very interesting and engaging. 

The language activity should involve the students in using language or 

communicative functions in real life, for example reading activities can be focused 

on reading comprehension from  newspaper, magazine, science books or other 

source such as health , sport, etc. 

In this study, the writer wants to describe about reading skill. Reading as 

one of skill in language has to be taught as well as possible. Reading, in many 

second or foreign languages teaching situation, reading receives a special focus 

(Richard and Renandya, 2002: 273). 

Reading is one of the four language skills that are now being more 

important in daily life. Through reading, people will get any information that they 

need. It is very difficult to set up a proper definition of reading, because it has 

variety of meanings depending on how it is viewed and approached. In fact, 

reading can be defined in different ways. 

The government determines the curriculum that students are expected to 

understand in a good reading skill.According to Kurikulum Tingkat 

SatuanPengajaran (KTSP Depdiknas: 2006) of Junior High School, students are 

expected to be able to comprehend the short text and simple essay such as in 

descriptive, narrative, and recount form in their daily life context and to access 

their knowledge. 

In relation to that, based on Kurikulum Tingkat SatuanPendidikan (KTSP), 

the major goal of learning language is developing the communication  competence. 
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it is a skill to understand and produce various written or spoken text according to 

the student’s literacy.  

KTSP is the operational curriculum which is arranged and done by an 

institution of education or school. It means an institution of education, that is 

school, must develop a curriculum based on circumstance of the school and 

surrounding (Depdiknas, 2006:1). SMP N 3  Klaten is one of the schools which 

have applied KTSP, categorized National Standar School, the value of National 

Exam in the last three year good and the role model of other Junior High School. 

In this research, the writer focuses on reading skill. Reading is a process of 

creative critical reading processing with goal of obtaining through understanding 

of a reading as well as assessment of the situation, value, and impact of reading. 

Reading is essensiallya complex involving a lot of things, not just recite in writing 

but also involves the visual activity, psycolinguistic, and metacognitive.  

According to Fauziati(2010: 40-42) reading activity that  meant to increase 

communicative competence should be success oriented and build up students’s 

confidence in their reading ability. A fully-developed reading activity supports 

students as readers through pre-reading, while-reading and post-reading activities. 

a. Pre-Reading Activities 

These activities are used to prepare students for reading . it may  serve 

as preparation in several ways, namely: to assess student’s background 

knowledgeof the topic and linguistic content of the text of the text; to give 

students the background knowledge necessary to comprehend the text, or 

activate the existing knowledge that the students process; to clarify any cultural 

information which may be necessary comprehend the passage; to make 
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students aware of the type of text they will be  reading and the purposes of 

reading; and to provide opportunities for group or collaborative work and foe 

class discussion activities. 

b. While-Reading Activities 

In while-reading activities, students check their   comprehension as 

they read. The purpose for reading determines the appropriate type and level 

of comprehension. 

c. Post-Reading Activities 

The activities function as a closing mark for a reading  class. It can be 

done by answering questions, giving students several possible summary-

sentences, writing and/ or speaking. 

To be better and faster in reading, the students must try to read a lot of 

science they can understand in reading English word. Through reading 

activities, the students are able to build their vocabulary .the students reading 

activities can be focused on reading article from newspaper, magazine, science 

books, or other sources about health, sports, and transportation. 

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in conducting a 

research of descriptive study on the mastery of reading text of the eighth grade 

student of SMP N 3 KLATEN. Therefore, this research is entitled “A Descriptive 

Study on the Mastery of Reading of the Eighth Year Students of SMP N 3 

Klaten in Academic Year of 2016/2017”. 

B. THE REASON FOR CHOOSING THE TOPIC 

The reasons that encourage the writer to choose the topic are as follows: 

1. Reading as one of the four language skills has an important role in the 
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teaching and learning English. 

2. Reading is one type of composition that must be learn by the eighth year 

students of  Junior High School. 

 

C. THE LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

The writer wants to limit the study to the mastery of reading of the eighth 

year students of SMP N 3 Klaten in the academic year 2016/2017. 

 

D. THE PROBLEM OF THE STUDY 

The writer would like to present the problem that can be formulated as 

follows: “How is reading mastery of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Klaten 

in the academic year 2016/2017?” 

 

E. THE AIM OF THE STUDY 

The writer’s aim of this study is to describe the students’s mastery of 

reading of the eighth year students of SMP N 3 Klaten in the academic year 

2016/2017. 

F. THE USE OF THE STUDY 

This study is expected to give a little sight for students, so that they can 

improve their skill especially in learning reading. By knowing the result of the 

study, the writer hopes that this study will give some uses as follows: 

1. The Theoritical Use 

The result of this study can be used to enrich the repetoire of teaching 

reading theory. 
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2. The Practical Use 

This study can be used to increase the repertoire of teaching reading, 

to develop the quality of teaching reading, to develop the students’ 

competence in reading skill, and to give contribution for teaching and 

learning process especially in reading skill. 

 

G. THE CLARIFICATION OF THE KEY TERMS 

The title is “A Descriptive Study on the Mastery of Reading of the Eighth Year 

Students of SMP N 3 Klaten in Academic Year 2016/2017”. To make the readers 

easy to understand, the writer clarifies the terms of the study as follows. 

1. Descriptive Study 

According to Hadi (2001: 3) descriptive study is a study which only 

describes the condition of an object or it is even without taking general 

conclusion 

Based on the statement above, this thesis is a study to describe the 

mastery of reading text of  the Eighth year students of SMP N 3 Klaten in 

academic year 2016/2017. 

2. Mastery  

According to Baum (2005: 20) mastery is learning focusses on overt 

behaviors that can be observed and measured. In this study, mastery means 

how far the students use their knowledge when answer the task concerning 

with reading. 

According to Brown (2001 : 880)  mastery is complete control or power 

over someone or something.   
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Therefore, mastery is a knowledge and skill that allows you to do, use, 

or understand something very well. in this study, mastery means the students 

capability on reading text affectively and efficiently 

3. Reading 

Reading is one of the four-language skills that is now being more 

important in daily life.Through reading, people will get any information that 

they need.  

 According to English Syllabus of the eight grade of Junior High 

School, one of the basic competence must be reached by the students is 

memahami makna tekstulis fungsional dan esai berbentuk descriptive dan 

recount yang berkaitan dengan lingkungan sekitar. 

In this study, reading means the students interacting with language that 

has been coded into printed text then try to find the specific information from 

reading text.    

 

H. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY 

In order to give a description to the readers and to facilitate the 

thesisarrangement, the writer presents this thesis as follows: 

Chapter I is introduction. It consists of the background of the study, the 

reason of choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the problem of the study, 

the aim of the study, the uses of the study, the clarification of the key terms, and 

the organization of the study. 

Chapter II deals with the review of related literature. It consists of the 

definition of reading, types of reading, the importance of reading, learning reading 
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in Junior High School, types of performance class in teaching reading, and 

teaching learning. 

Chapter III concerns with the research method. It consists of the meaning of 

research method, the strategy of the study, the data and source of data, the 

techniques of collecting the data, the validity of the data, and the technique of 

analyzing the data. 

Chapter IV presents the result of the study. It consists of the data analysis 

and the discussion of the research findings. 

Chapter V consists of conclusion and suggestion. Conclusion presents about 

the summary of the study. Suggestion presents some suggestion to the teacher and 

the students. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

This chapter consists of conclusion and suggestion. Each explanation of 

them is as follows: 

A. Conclusion  

In this chapter, the writer would like to give conclusion of the research. 

The problem of this study is “How is the mastery of reading of the eighth year 

students of SMP Negeri 3 Klaten in Academic Year 2016/2017?” In this study, 

the writer wants to give the answer to the main problem. Based on the previous 

computation, the students who get very good mark are 26  students or 65%, 

those who get good mark are 11 students or 27.5%, and fair mark are 3 students 

or 7.5%. Besides that, there is no one who gets poor mark and fail mark. 

The mean of the students mastery of reading is 83.5 and it is classified 

into very good category. So the writer concludes that the mastery of reading of 

the eighth year students of SMP Negeri 3 Klaten in Academic Year 2016/2017 

is very good. 

 

B. Suggestion 

In this point of discussion, the writer would like to give suggestions for 

the teacher, the students and the readers: 

1. To the teacher
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The teacher should apply material not only from worksheet, but also 

from the other media, such as pictures, games, videos, and films. It can be 

useful to make the students interested in teaching and learning reading. 

The teacher should ask the students to practice reading regularly. It is 

better for the teacher to make the students more active on her/his lesson. The 

teacher must become a guide and consultant and also applies the appropriate 

method to teach reading. By applying the appropriate method, the teacher can 

understand the problem of students in learning reading and can solve it. 

2. To the students 

The students have to be more active in learning reading. They have to 

pay much attention to the teacher. They should always practice reading at 

school and at home. Making some notes of the material is one of the ways to 

help the students in learning reading. The students have to be more active in 

classroom. If the students do not understand yet, they have to ask to the 

teacher. The students also can read magazine, newspaper, and novel to 

improve their ability in reading. 

3. To the readers 

This study can be used as a reference for the readers to conduct another 

research. The writer hopes the result of the research can be used as 

contribution and comparative matter in doing research although it is far from 

being perfect.
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