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 ABSTRACT 

Samino, NIM 15PSC01750. The Effectiveness of Project Based Learning Technique in 

Teaching Writing viewed from the Students’ Motivation at XI Grade of MAN Karanganom 

Klaten in the Academic Year 2016/2017. Thesis. Language Education Programme, Graduate 

Programme, Widya Dharma University Klaten, 2017. 

This research is aimed to find out : 1) the effectiveness of project based learning 

technique in teaching writing ; 2) whether the students with high motivation have better in 

writing skill than those who have low motivation ; 3) the interaction between project based 

learning technique and levels of motivation in teaching writing of grade XI of MAN 

Karanganom Klaten in the academic year of 2016/2017. 

 The research applied an experimental study. The research was done in MAN 

Karanganom  Klaten. The population was the eleventh grade of MAN Karanganom Klaten in 

the academic year 2016/2017 totally consisting 172 students. The sample of the research were 

52 students ; 26 students in the experimental class (XI IPA 1) and 26 students were in the 

control class (XI IPA 2) using random sampling technique. The students in experimental 

class were taught by using project based learning technique and the students in control class 

were taught by using peer tutoring  method. To collect the data, pretest and posttest were 

employed. Those were writing test to find out the scores of students’ writing skill.  Students 

in each class were categorized into two groups ; students having high and low motivation. 

The data obtained were analyzed using ANOVA  2 x 2. 

 The result of the data analysis shows that ; 1) project based learning technique is more 

effective than peer tutoring method to teach writing, it was proven by p 0,007 lower than 

0,05. If sig < 0,05 the result is significant difference ; 2) the students who have high 

motivation got better score than those who have  low motivation in writing skill, it was 

proved that the means score of high motivation is 80,87 and low motivation is 77,79. So the 

result is significant proved ; 3) there is interaction between project based learning technique 

and students’  motivation in teaching writing, it was proved  that Fo is higher than Ft (Fo = 

3,293 > Ft = 2,47). So the result is significant difference.  

 The conclusion of the research as follows : 1) project based learning technique is 

more effective than peer tutoring method ; 2)  students who have high motivation got better 

score than those who have low motivation in  writing skill ; 3) there is an  interaction between 

project based learning technique and students’ motivation in learning  writing. Some 

recommendations can be considered such as : 1) the teachers should give more opportunities 

to practice the project based learning technique ; 2) the students should be more active in 

teaching learning activities. By considering the recommendations, it is hoped that any 

deviation of the next research can be minimized. 

Key words : Project Based Learning Technique, Teaching Writing, Motivation. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Samino, NIM 15PSC01750. Efektifitas Teknik Project Based Learning (PJBL) dalam 

Pengajaran Menulis ditinjau dari Motivasi Siswa di klas XI MAN Karanganom Klaten Tahun 

Pelajaran 2016/2017.Thesis. Program Pasca Sarjana, Universitas Widya Dharma Klaten, 

2017. 

 Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan : 1)  efektifitas teknik  project based 

learning (PJBL) dalam pengajaran menulis; 2) apakah siswa dengan motivasi tinggi 

memperoleh nilai lebih baik daripada siswa dengan motivasi rendah; 3) interaksi antara 

teknik project based learning (PJBL)  dan motivasi dalam pengajaran menulis di kelas XI 

MAN Karanganom Klaten tahun pelajaran 2016/2017. 

 Penelitian ini menggunakan metode eksperimen. Penelitian dilakukan di MAN 

Karanganom Klaten. Populasinya adalah kelas XI MAN Karanganom Klaten tahun pelajaran 

2016/2017 yang berjumlah 172 siswa. Sampel yang digunakan adalah 52 siswa ; 26 siswa 

dari kelas eksperimen (XI IPA 1) dan 26 siswa dari kelas kontrol (XI IPA 2) dengan 

menggunakan teknik acak. Kelas eksperimen diajar dengan teknik project based learning 

(PJBL) dan kelas kontrol diajar dengan metode peer tutoring. Teknik  pengumpulkan data, 

menggunakan pretest dan posttest. Tes itu digunakan untuk mengukur kemampuan siswa 

dalam menulis. Siswa di masing-masing kelas dikelompokan menjadi 2 kelompok yaitu  

kelompok motivasi tinggi dan kelompok motivasi rendah.  Data yang diperoleh dianalisis 

dengan menggunakan ANOVA 2 x 2.  

 Hasil dari analisis data menunjukan bahwa ; 1) teknik project based learning (PJBL) 

lebih efektif dari pada metode peer tutoring dalam pengajaran menulis, ini dibuktikan dengan 

nilai p 0,007 yang lebih rendah dari 0,05. Jika sig < 0,05 maka hasilnya adalah signifikan; 2) 

siswa dengan motivasi tinggi memperoleh nilai lebih baik daripada siswa dengan moitvasi 

rendah, ini dibuktikan dengan nilai rata-rata siswa dengan motivasi tinggi 80,87 dan siswa 

dengan motivasi rendah 77,79. Sehingga hasilnya adalah signifikan; 3) ada interaksi antara 

teknik project based learning (PJBL) dan motivasi siswa dalam pengajaran menulis, ini 

dibuktikan bahwa nilai Fo lebih tinggi dari nilai Ft (Fo = 3,293 > Ft = 2,47). Sehingga 

hasilnya adalah signifikan. 

Kesimpulan dari penelitian ini adalah sebagai berikut ; 1) teknik project based 

learning (PJBL) lebih efektif daripada metode peer tutoring dalam pengajaran menulis ; 2) 

siswa dengan motivasi tinggi memperoleh nilai lebih baik daripada siswa dengan motivasi 

rendah; 3) ada interaksi antara teknik project based learning (PJBL) dan motivasi siswa 

dalam pengajaran menulis. Beberapa rekomendasi dapat dipertimbangkan sebagai berikut : 1) 

guru seharusnya memberikan kesempatan untuk mempraktekan teknik project based learning 

(PJBL) ; 2) siswa seharusnya lebih aktif dalam proses belajar mengajar. Dengan beberapa 

pertimbangan di atas, diharapkan bahwa penyimpangan dalam penelitian selanjutnya dapat 

dikurangi.  

Kata kunci : Teknik Project Based Learning (PJBL), Pengajaran Menulis, Motivasi. 
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                                                        CHAPTER I  

     INTRODUCTION 

 
 

A. Background of the Study 

 

Writing skill is very significant because nowadays, people use not only 

verbal communication to communicate with each other, but also non-verbal 

communication. In other words, writing is an essential form of communication  and 

is used as a means of communication to connect people regardless time and places. 

A good writing skill enables students to convey their thoughts and communicate 

their ideas so that those can be well-perceived by others. Hence, writing is one of 

the most prominent skills which must be mastered by the English language learners. 

In addition, writing skill is important because it determines students’ success 

in learning English. On the other hand, writing skill is one of the indicators which 

can be used to measure students’ English ability. This idea is further supported by 

Kingston et al (2002:3) who stated that the achievement of students while learning 

English is measured by the productive skills, particularly their writing performance. 

Ferris (2002:328) said that students of ESL will not be able to succeed outside the 

ESL class until they are able to produce a good writing product and learn how to 

reduce their writing errors. Therefore, students of  English as a foreign language are 

required to be able to write in English to internalize the English language that they 

learn. 

Although the importance of mastering writing skill is clear, in fact, students’  

writing  skill  can  be  said  far  from  being  satisfactory.  Writing is considered as  

the most difficult  skill to be  mastered  by  the second  language learners (Richards 
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and Renandya, 2002:303). It could be called so since there are many problems and 

matters arise during the teaching and learning process of writing in the EFL 

classroom. 

Based on the preliminary observation conducted at grade XI of MAN 

Karanganom Klaten, in which the students learn English as their foreign language, 

there were many difficulties in the teaching and learning process of writing which 

can be identified.  This writing difficulty was caused by several factors, those are: 

First of all, the factor during the teaching and learning process of writing 

came from the students. This factor aroused because students had lack motivation in 

writing. Most students already have a thought that writing is a difficult skill to 

perform. Therefore, when it came to them for writing  activities, they seemed 

reluctant to do the tasks. The low motivation in writing also made students to have a 

limited source of ideas as when they were asked  to write, it took quite a long time 

for them to think about what they were about to write. They were not able to 

generate any ideas because of their unwillingness towards writing. Students also 

had bad attitudes towards the English teaching and learning process. Some students 

did not pay attention when their teachers explained the materials. 

In addition, some other students were busy with their gadgets, playing games 

or texting. They also talked to their friends during the English class. Moreover, 

some students got sleepy and yawned for several times. Other than that, they tended 

to be passive to participate in the teaching and learning activities.  On the other 

hand, they had no strong desire to learn about writing. 

Secondly the factor came from the  teaching and learning process of writing, 

there were several aspects to be fulfilled by students, such as vocabulary, grammar, 
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and organization. However, in fact, students were still not able to fulfill those 

requirements. 

Vocabulary is one crucial aspect to be considered in writing. However, 

while writing, the students often found it difficult to express what they wanted to 

state because they lacked of vocabulary buildings. Most students often failed to 

choose the best word to describe what they mean. The students found it confusing 

in picking up the right words for their writing. They could not differentiate the 

meanings of the words and most of them only directly translated the words from the 

dictionary without considering whether the word is appropriate for the context or 

not. As a result, students’ writing was difficult to understand and caused 

misunderstanding to the readers of their writing. Moreover, the lack of vocabulary 

also made students to be slow writers as it took time for them to find the right words 

for the writing and it hindered students to be a good writer. 

Another aspect which needs to be fulfilled in writing is grammar. A good 

grammar is often reflected as a good writing. The major problems related to 

grammar were students’ failure to use the correct tenses and their inability in terms 

of Subject–Verb agreement. Students did not understand when they have to change 

the tenses. They could not consider which tenses they should use. Sometimes, they 

used past tense to describe the present event, and vice versa. Furthermore, they 

often missed grammatical rules related to subject-verb agreement. As an example, 

they often misused to be “is” for plural subjects  like “you and we”. They also used 

the infinitive forms for singular subject,  they sometimes wrote “she have” instead 

of “she has”. 

In addition, the other aspect which needs to be concerned is organization. 
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Most students ignored the organization of the text when it came  to writing. 

Students found it hard to develop their ideas into a well-organized paragraph. Often 

times, they put jumbled sentences in their writing. The supporting details that they 

made in their writing sometimes did not support the topic or the main idea. 

Furthermore, what mostly happened was that students often wrote down sentences 

without considering whether the sentences were organized well and whether they 

were in a good unity. As a result, it could be difficult for the readers to get what the 

students meant. 

The other factor which contributed to the difficulty in the students’ writing 

came from the teacher. When explaining the materials, the teacher did  it in a 

traditional way. She did not involve the students to participate actively in the 

teaching and learning activities. The teacher used direct Indonesian to English 

translation technique while teaching writing. She often asked the students to make 

use of their dictionary, gadget, or mobile phone to translate the words. Whereas, the 

tools that the students used were not suitable and helpful because they translated 

only words by words and sometimes the result of the translation was not suitable 

with the context of the writing. This kind of teaching technique could not help the 

students to improve their writing skill  and minimize mistakes while making their 

writing. 

The teacher rarely gives writing task to the students. Compared to the 

speaking  activities,  the writing  activities  are  less given. She  preferred  asking 

students to express their ideas through speaking activities than writing. Other than 

that, in delivering the materials, the teacher mostly uses LKS (Lembar Kerja Siswa) 

as the main source of reference. She rarely combines and developed the activities 
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found in LKS with the other interesting and interactive activities. Therefore, the 

tasks and activities seem to be monotonous. 

In addition, the factor which causes difficulty in writing was related to the 

teaching media. The use of teaching media is very prominent in teaching writing 

because it can help students to grow their motivation during the teaching and 

learning process. However, the use of the teaching media, particularly in writing, 

was very limited. The teacher rarely used attractive teaching media to deliver the 

materials. Mostly, she only asked students to do the activities found in LKS rather 

than creating attractive teaching media by herself. Although there is an LCD 

projector in the classroom, the teacher almost never used it to deliver the materials 

whereas the LCD projector can be very useful to be used in the classroom to get the 

students’ attention. 

Lastly, writing is a mental work of inventing ideas. It means that writing is a process 

of accumulating the cognitive factors like the ability in using correct grammar or 

appropriate vocabulary and the psychological factors such as  motivation. As it is 

important to let the students learn and have fun at the same time in writing, the 

teacher needs to explore and use the attractive media to motivate the students in 

learning activities. The effective and efficient use of teaching media in learning 

process can be seen from the students’ motivation upon the learning  activities. It is  

important to build motivation  through  the media of teaching to get the best result of 

writing. Therefore, the teachers who want to teach writing for their students should 

also pay attention with the students’ motivation in order to achieve the goal of 

teaching learning process. 
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Motivation is a major concern in improving reading and writing and 

consequently fostering literacy (Anderson, Hiebert, Scott &Wilkinson, 1985), but 

one should follow up on motivation strategies to check whether they help improve 

students’ achievement in the learned language (Dorneyi, 2001a). Using reading and 

writing texts that students can understand is another motivating factor. Stott (2004) 

conducted a study on twenty Japanese students taking English classes at a Japanese 

university to examine whether reading or writing a selection from Japanese literature 

translated into English would result in better recall and comprehend and write of the 

text. Findings indicate that some but not all familiar topics and texts enhance 

motivation and that teachers should expose students to read and write  texts from 

other cultures as well. Teachers should evaluate suitability of the reading and 

writing materials to their learners in both cases. 

Due to the problems which aroused in the teaching and learning process of writing, 

it is clear that there was an urgent of an instructional technique which could 

overcome the problems of writing. Hence, the researcher looked for an appropriate 

way which could solve it. The researcher noticed that the use of project-based 

learning in the English instructional process has become more popular and taken 

into account recently. There were several studies which suggest the use of project-

based learning to enhance the English teaching and learning process. Project-based 

learning is believed to be able to increase students’ higher order thinking skills 

(Fragoulis: 2009). It potentially enhances students motivation towards the teaching 

and learning process and it also works well for the classroom with mixed-ability 

students which enables the students to share ideas and thoughts to one another 

(Stoller: 2002; Phillips: 1999). Related to these matters, the researcher figured out 
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that there might be a possibility to improve the writing skills of students by 

employing project-based learning. 

Based on the explanation above and the factors which contributed to writing 

difficulty at grade XI of MAN Karanganom Klaten, the researcher  is interested to 

implement   project-based learning technique as one of the effective treatments 

viewed from students’ motivation to improve students’ writing skills. 

B. Identification of the Problem 

 

Based on the observation conducted by the researcher in the teaching and 

learning process of English at grade XI of MAN Karanganom Klaten, and the 

interview with the English teacher, as well as based on what has been discussed in 

the background of the study, there are some problems during the teaching and 

learning process in writing found. 

Those problems particularly related to the students themselves, the teacher, 

and the use of teaching media. Those problems, then, can be identified as the 

following: 

1. Students’ motivation in learning writing is still low.  

Students have already kept in mind that writing as a difficult skill. Thus, they 

felt unwilling and not enthusiastic to do the writing tasks given to them. 

Furthermore, students’ low motivation caused students to be a slow writer. 

2. Students cannot fulfill the requirements need for writing. 

In writing there are some aspects which must be considered, such as vocabulary, 

grammar, and organization. However, students’ mastery of those aspects  is  

very limited. 

3. The teacher has applied an old way of teaching which made the students   bored. 
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She uses  direct Indonesian-English translation method in teaching writing which can 

not develop students’ skill. 

4. The teacher i s  depended too much on LKS as the main source of reference. 

Whereas, the LKS does  not offer various types of interactive and interesting activities, 

causing the teaching and learning process to be monotonous. 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

 

From what has been explained previously in the background of the study 

and the identification of the problems, the researcher found that doing research 

covering all the things which have been stated before is not possible to do. 

Therefore, the researcher and the English teacher decides to limit the problems by 

conducting research focusing on a more specific one that is to implement project 

based learning in teaching  writing viewed from students’ motivation  at grade XI 

of  MAN Karanganom Klaten. 

D. Problem Statement 

 

Based on what has been stated earlier in the identification of the problem 

and the focus of the study, the problems in this research are  formulated as follows :  

1. Is the implementation of project based learning effective in teaching writing  to 

the students of grade XI of MAN Karanganom Klaten ? 

2. Do the students with high motivation get better writing score than those who 

have  low motivation ? 

3. Is there any interaction between the project based learning method and the level 

of  students’ motivation in teaching writing to the students of  XI grade of MAN 

Karanganom Klaten ? 
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E. Objectives of the Study 

 

The objectives of the study are 

1. To know whether the implementation of  project based learning is more 

effective in teaching writing to the students  at grade XI of MAN Karanganom 

Klaten in the academic year 2016/2017. 

2. To know whether the students with high motivation get better writing score than 

those who have  low motivation. 

3. To know whether there  is an interaction between the project based learning 

method  and the level of students’ motivation in teaching writing to the students 

of XI grade of MAN Karanganom Klaten. 

F. Significance of the Study 

This research is expected to give contributions to: 

 

1. The English teachers of MAN Karanganom  Klaten 

 

The findings of this research can hopefully be used as a reference to improve the 

quality of the English teaching and learning process. 

2. The students of MAN Karanganom Klaten 

It is expected that this research is able to help them drawing interests towards 

English and improving their writing skill. 

3. The English education students of  Widya Dharma Klaten 

 

The finding of this research is hoped to become a source of materials which can 

be used as a reference while writing their thesis and a resource to get 

information dealing with the English teaching and learning process. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND RECOMMENDATION 

 

This chapter consists of conclusion, implication and recommendation for effect of 

teaching writing by using Project Based Learning Technique. 

 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the results of the analysis, there are some research findings that can be taken: 

1. The Project Based Learning Technique is more effective from the existing method 

namely peer tutoring to teach writing. It was proven by the  students’  good interest 

during the treatment. They were actively worked , collaborated  and  confidently 

presented the result in front of class. So Project Based Learning Technique is more 

effective than existing method to teach writing of  report text at eleventh years students 

of MAN Karanganom Klaten  in the academic year of 2016/2017. 

Students also showed good interest during the treatment. They were actively 

worked in their activity and collaborated with each other. They confidently said their 

opinion when came in front of the class to have presentation and were interested to do 

the student worksheets 

2. The writing skill of the students who have high motivation is better than those who 

have low motivation and the students who have high motivation  have  better score 

than those who have low motivation for the eleventh years students of  MAN 

Karanganom Klaten  in the academic year of 2016-2017. 

3. There is an interaction between Project Based Learning Technique and motivation in 

learning  writing of report text; (a) for the students who have high motivation, Project 

Based Learning Technique supported them to get better score  than the existing method 

and (b) for the students who have low motivation,  existing method is not significantly  
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helped them to get better score than Project Based Learning and existing method is not 

more effective than Project Based Learning Technique in learning writing.  

 

B. Implication 

   The following section discusses the implication in accordance with the conclusions of 

this research. The result of the research findings implies that Project Based Learning 

Technique’s an effective method to teach writing to the eleventh years students of MAN 

Karanganom Klaten in the academic year of 2016/2017. It is proved from the research 

findings that Project Based Learning Technique influences students’ writing scores. The 

significant difference between the mean score of students taught by using Project Based 

Learning Technique and existing method is very clear. It can be seen from discussion of 

findings that the mean score of students in experimental class is higher than those in 

control class.  

 Based on the conclusion above the effectiveness of Project Based Learning Technique 

in teaching writing viewed from students’ motivation is successful at  grade xi of MAN 

Karanganom Klaten  in the academic year 2016/2017.  Project Based Learning Technque 

is able to attract the student’s attention and motivation in learning writing. In addition, the 

students who have high motivation can show good interest during the treatment than the 

students having low motivation. They worked actively in their activity and collaborated 

with each other. After they wrote report text, they confidently  came in front of the class to 

have presentation to explain the content of the text. The students having high motivation 

have performed better than the students having low motivation. It implies that the students 

showed their happiness and they felt that writing class is enjoyable. 

 Project Based Learning Technique  helped students in writing process started by asking 

essential questions, then make a plan and schedule to finish the project. because project 

based learning technique allowed the students to watch, search and visit the real things 
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they will  write.  Project based learning technique  also helped the students improve their 

skill in organizing the text because it helped them the structure of in information report. 

Besides that, project based learning technique  made the students to focus on the lesson. It 

implies that Project Based Learning Technique could be used to improve the writing ability 

of XI grade students of MAN Karanganom Klaten in academic year 2016/2017. 

 Using project based learning technique  for English teachers gave wider chance in 

developing themselves. They can develop various basic kind of techniques in teaching 

writing.  Because of using project based learning technique  needs  plan, time to finish the 

project. It implies that the teacher more challenge to study. It also makes the teachers have 

skill to develop themselves with many models to present the lesson.  

In the truth, the student is an individual that is being in development era. If the 

teachers are be able to facilitate their development, they will be the best student to do in 

collaborative. Besides that, if the students usually make project based learning  in writing 

the text, they will usually write by seaching, watching, visiting the real things. 

  Based on the research, Project Based Learning Technique is proved as an effective 

method to teach writing of information report text. Since the method is proved as an 

effective method perhaps government institutional could socialize some new methods 

including Project Based Learning Technique to the school. Besides that, teachers are also 

demanded to be aware and able to use some innovative methods in teaching English 

especially in text. Motivation is also one of important factors influencing student in 

learning that should be considerable in making decision about teaching learning process 

for all element such as the government, school, teachers and parents. 

 

C.  Recomendation 

1. For Teachers                                             

 Teachers can use Project Based Learning Technique as one of the ways in 

improving the students’ writing skill. Teachers should know the way so that the 
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students’ motivation better because it is one of important factors that influences the 

students’ writing skill in the classroom. 

2. For Students 

 The students have to be more active and involve in learning process to 

improve their writing skill. For students having low motivation, they should 

encourage themselves and realize the importance of active involvement in the 

teaching and learning process. 

3. For other Researchers 

If the next researchers want to use the result of this research as additional 

reference to conduct the similar research, they should also consider the weaknesses 

which occur in this research.  There are some tools that can be used in Project Based 

Learning Technique not always questionnaire so the researchers should consider and 

choose the appropriate tools for the real condition in the place of the research. 
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