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ABSTRACT 

Riya inngit. English Education Study Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Education, Widya Dharma University Klaten. 2021.Improving Character Based 

Reading by Applying Task Based Learning Method of the Tenth Year Students of 

SMK Muhammadiyah2 Klaten in Academic Year of 2020/2021. 

 

The objective of this research is to verify if task based learning method can be used 

to improve character based Reading of the tenth year students of 

SMKMuhammadiyah 2 Klaten Utara in academic year of 2020/2021.The research 

was action research. The subject of the research was the students of X OTKP 2. The 

data were obtained through the observation, interview, and  test. The actions 

implemented in this research were applying the Task Based Learning Method in 

Reading activity to improve students’ character based Reading skill. There were 

some steps in applying Task Based Learning Method, they are; pre-task, task, 

planning, report, analysis, and practice. The material used in the teaching and 

learning process of Reading was about recount text. The research was conducted of 

precycle, cycle 1 and cycle 2. 

 

The findings showed that students’ competence in character based Reading 

improved gradually. The mean score of the students improved from 67,2 in precycle 

to 68,15 in cycle 1. Meanwhile, the students’ character was also improved from 67,2 

in cycle 1 to 71,85 in cycle 2. Based on the result achieved in both cycles, Task 

Based Learning Method can improve character based Reading of the tenth year 

students of SMKMuhammadiyah 2 Klaten Utara in academic year of 2020/2021. 

 

Key words:Task Based Learning, Reading, character. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Study 

Reading is activity to create about the meaning of text after 

understanding the whole text. Reading is one of the most fundamental 

activities in the learning process and the activity is often done when students 

learn in school. Reading is the practice of using text to create meaning 

(Johnson, 2008: 3). 

Meanwhile, reading can be viewed from different perspectives; as 

practice, product or process. The first view is from anthropologist and social 

psychologist that link reading to the uses in everyday life, not merely within 

schooling. The second view focuses on form and meaning. The last view 

pays greater attention to the role of reader in the on-going process and the 

strategy used in constructing meaning. (Carter & Nunan, 2001: 21). 

 The perspectives of language skills are listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing. Those skills should be understood by the students, so the 

students have to learn, understand, and master all of those skills especially 

in reading activity because reading is one of the difficult skills (Nunan, 

2003: 1). Besides, the students not only master about English skills but also 

have to understand about aspect in English skills. There are three aspects 

that have to be mastered by the students from the four skills. The three 

aspects are grammar, vocabulary, and spelling. 
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Based on preliminary research, the teachers still apply traditional 

teaching method which commonly makes the teaching and learning become 

a boring and uninteresting activity. This can affect the students uninterested 

in the teaching and learning process. The tenth year students of SMK 

Muhammadiyah 2 Klaten Utara have many problems in their reading 

activity, such as they have difficulty in gaining idea, lack of vocabulary, 

have low grammar mastery, and the learning process is not interesting so 

they are bored in reading activity. Therefore, the teacher should use creative 

and innovative technique in teaching reading because the technique used in 

teaching learning will affect students’ reading achievement. The teacher 

must change the classroom condition to be more interesting to make the 

students enjoy the class.  

To solve those problems above, it is needed an appropriate strategy, 

approach, method, and technique which helps students solving the problems 

about learning reading, they need another rechnique which is more scientific 

and more intersting in teaching reading. One of innovative and creative 

teaching and learning method that makes the students be active to read and 

give a feedback is Task Based Learning (TBL) method in English class. By 

this method the students can master reading skill in a more effective way.  

The learning technique that is expected to improve problem solving 

skills for Senoir High School students is the application of TBL (Task Based 

Learning) method. By using it, teaching and learning reading can not only 

improve reading skill but also build students’ character. The students will 
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surely encourage curiosity, creativity, discipline, hardwork and 

responsibility. It means by applying TBL (Task Based Learning), students 

can convey their knowledge and be able to write their ideas by reading. 

In a Task Based Language Learning, a task is defined as a piece of 

work undertaken for oneself or for others, freely or for getting some reward 

(Nunan, 1989: 5). From beginning to end of the lesson, students get the task 

to be completed either in groups or individually. In this learning process, 

the teacher acts as an instructor. The teacher only gives instructions on what 

the students should do. In addition to instruction, teacher also monitors the 

activities of the learning process.  

B. The Reason for Choosing the Topic 

1. The researcher is interested in Task Based Learning method because it 

can improve the proficiency of the students’ reading skill and their 

participation in learning process in Senior High School. 

2. Reading is the basis for learning and one of the important skills in 

language use. 

3. Reading activity provides more opportunities for students to externalize 

student thinking through action, it can help students to reflect on the 

thinking possessed. 

C. The Limitation of the Study 

This study is focused on improving student’s character based 

reading by applying Task Based Learning method of the tenth year students 

of SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Klaten Utara in academic year of 2020/2021”.  
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D. The Problem Statement 

The problem of this study is formulated as follows: “Can Task Based 

Learning method be used to improve character based reading of the tenth 

year students of SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Klaten Utara in academic year of 

2020/2021?” 

E. The Aim of the Study 

The aim of the study is to verify whether TBL (Task Based 

Learning) method can be used to improve character based reading of the 

tenth year students of SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Klaten Utara in academic 

year of 2020/2021. 

F. The Benefit Of Study 

The findings of the present study are expected to have both 

theoretical and practical importance to the teaching and learning process in 

English especially in teaching reading. 

1. Theoretically, the findings of the study are expected to enhance the theory 

of teaching reading using Task Based Learning method, and to support 

evidence to the existing research findings which have revealed the 

importance of having and experimenting different strategy concerning 

teaching reading. 

2. Practically, the result of the study is intended to be valuable informative 

feedback to both the English teachers and students of SMK 

Muhammadiyah 2 Klaten Utara. For the teachers, the present research 

study is intended to be used as a reference in planning a better teaching 
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strategy to increase the students’ reading skill by using appropriate 

technique. For the students, the findings of this study are expected to 

inspire and motivate the tenth grade students to learn reading well. 

Moreover, it is expected to give a positive effect on the quality of 

education and school achievement.   

G. The Clarification Key Terms 

1. Improving 

 According to Longman (1998: 526), improving or to improve can 

make something better. While according to Hornby (2010: 598) that 

improve is to become better than before. It means that improving is the 

condition of something that is better made. In this research, improving 

means making the teaching and learning process, especially on teaching 

and learning reading of the tenth year students of SMK Muhammadiyah 

2 Klaten Utara in academic year of 2020/2021. 

2. Character Based Reading 

 Character has from the time immemorial been perceived as a word 

that is acclaimed with special connotations. In other words, character 

refers to a set of attitudes, behaviours, motivation and skills (Aqib and 

Sujak, 2011: 2). Reading is a fluent process of readers combining 

information from a text and their own background knowledge to build 

meaning (Nunan, 2003: 68). 

In this study, character based reading is a set of attitudes, behaviour, 

motivation, and skill that are inserted during the process of students’ 

combining information from reading materials to build meaning. 
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3. Task Based Learning Method 

According to Harmer (2002: 87) task based learning method is a 

method of language learning by using tasks as the main focus of 

learning. In this learning students are required to work on a series of 

tasks given by the teacher both in groups and in pairs and after the task 

is done, the teacher will discuss the language used, then make 

corrections if something goes wrong and assess the work results of 

students through the assignments given and make adjustments or 

straighten out if there is a misunderstanding in the learning process. 

Task based learning combines the best-insights from communicative 

language teaching with an organised focus on language form. TBL is 

valid for the teaching of any target language, second or foreign (Willis, 

1996: 1). 

In this study, TBL combines the students’ best insights from reading 

activity of the tenth year students of SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Klaten 

Utara in academic year 2019/2020. 

H. The Organization of the Study 

In order to facilitate the thesis arrangement, the writer organizes the 

report into five chapters: 

Chapter I is introduction. It consists of the background of the study, 

the reason for choosing the topic, the limitation of the study, the problem 

statement, the aim of the study, the benefit of the study, the clarification of 

the key terms, and the organization of the study. . 
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Chapter II is review of related literature. It consists of Previous 

study, Position of the study, theory of reading, task based learning method, 

teacher roles and learner roles, theory of character. 

Chapter III is the method of the study. It consists of the meaning of 

research method, the strategy of the research, the data and source of data, 

the technique of collecting the data, the validity of data, the procedure of 

classroom action research, the technique of analyzing the data, testing 

performance indicator. 

  Chapter IV is the result of the study. It consists of the analysis of 

the data, and the discussion of the findings.  

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

The reseacher would like to answer the problem of this study that is 

“Can Task Based Learning method be used to improve character based reading 

of the tenth year students of SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Klaten in academic year 

of 2020/2021?”. Based on the study conducted in class X OTKP 2 in SMK 

Muhammadiyah 2 Klaten, the reseacher concludes that Task Based Learning 

method can improve students’ reading skill and students’ character. The 

students’ reading skill can be shown from the test result. While the students’ 

character is obtained from the interview done during the learning process. The 

improvement  of students’ reading skill and students’ character from pre-cycle, 

cycle 1, and cycle 2 can be seen in table below. 

 Students’ Improvement 

No Instrument Mean 

Pre-cycle Cycle 1 Cycle 2 

1. Students’ Character-based 

Reading  

67,2 68.15 71.85 

 

B. Suggestion 

1. To the Students 

In reading, the students are expected do more practice and try to be 

more confident and braver. Task Based Learning method can be as one of 

their learning strategies to practice and improve their reading skill. 
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2. To the Teacher 

The teacher, especially English teacher, is expected to be more active 

and creative in using various methods, so the students are more actively 

involved in teaching and learning process. One of the methods that the 

teacher can be used is Task Based Learning. This method makes students 

more active during teaching and learning activities. This method also gives 

the students many kinds of task to improve their reading skill and their 

character. In addition, the teacher also should pay attention to students’ 

activities during teaching and learning process. 
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